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Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like unto thee,  
O people saved by the Lord, the shield of thy help,  

and who is the sword of thy excellency!  
and thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee;  

and thou shalt tread upon their high places.
Deuteronomy 33:29
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MEDITATION

HORNS AND BLACKSMITHS

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. And I said unto the angel that 
talked with me, What be these? And he answered me, These are the horns which have scattered 

Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. And the Lord shewed me four carpenters. Then said I, What come 
these to do? And he spake, saying, These are the horns which have scattered Judah, so that no 

man did lift up his head: but these are come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, 
which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it.—Zechariah 1:18–21

How long, O Lord?
How long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerusa-
lem and on the cities of Judah?

Thus had the angel of the Lord asked in connection 
with the first vision that the prophet had seen on the 
night of the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month in 
the second year of the reign of Darius. It was also the 
question that undoubtedly expressed what lives in the 
heart of the prophet.

For the Lord’s cavalry had traversed the whole earth, 
but the horses and their riders had executed nothing. 
They only reported to the angel of the Lord: “The whole 
earth sitteth still and is at rest!” The ungodly world pow-
ers are enjoying peace and prosperity.

Now it is still that same night.
And this same question burns in the heart of the 

prophet.
For the Lord, through the angel who had talked with the 

prophet, surely had spoken good and comfortable words:

14.	Thus saith the Lord of hosts; I am jealous for 
Jerusalem and for Zion with a great jealousy.

15.	And I am very sore displeased with the heathen 
that are at ease: for I was but a little displeased, 
and they helped forward the affliction.

16.	Therefore thus saith the Lord; I am returned 
to Jerusalem with mercies: my house shall be 
built in it, saith the Lord of hosts, and a line 
shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem.

17.	Cry yet, saying, Thus saith the Lord of hosts; 
My cities through prosperity shall yet be 
spread abroad; and the Lord shall yet com-
fort Zion, and shall yet choose Jerusalem. 
(Zech. 1:14–17)

Rich and glorious promises!
But how long, O Lord?
And can Jerusalem endure for that long?
Is not Zion’s situation precarious? Is not Zion a suffo-

cating little heap of people, a remnant, that had returned 

from the land of captivity? And is not Jerusalem yet a pile 
of rubble?

Are not the ungodly world powers hostile to Zion? Are not 
the world powers at rest and enjoying peace and prosperity?

Glorious promises! But is there no haste to…?
Will not the world powers overwhelm Zion, over-

throw Jerusalem, and completely uproot Judah ere the 
promises are fulfilled?

How long, O Lord?
Behold, four horns!
Now the prophet’s attention is transfixed by another 

vision.
“Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four 

horns!”
That first!
The horns!
Hostile world powers!
Always they menace God’s church.
Certainly, this is the meaning of the horns. The horn is 

the symbol of power and might, generally brute, destruc-
tive power. Sometimes it is true that the horn signifies royal 
authority and power. So David sings of his horn that the 
Lord will exalt. And the Lamb who stands as slain has seven 
horns because he is the king given to Israel by her God. But 
frequently the horn is the symbol of the ungodly world 
power, the godless state, the state that has the sword-power 
as ordained by God. But the state turns that sword-power 
against Zion and Jerusalem to eradicate them.

The antichristian state!
Daniel saw that in his visions:
7.	 After this I saw in the night visions, and 

behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, 
and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron 
teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and 
stamped the residue with the feet of it: and 
it was diverse from all the beasts that were 
before it; and it had ten horns.

8.	 I considered the horns, and, behold, there came 
up among them another little horn, before 
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whom there were three of the first horns plucked 
up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were 
eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking 
great things. (Dan. 7:7–8)

And one who stood by Daniel declared to him that 
those horns represented kingdoms, and the description of 
the little horn clearly indicated that the little horn repre-
sented the ungodly, antichristian world power.

This is also the meaning of the ten horns with their ten 
crowns on the heads of the beast out of the sea that John 
saw in Revelation 13.

So it is this same ungodly world power that the Lord 
shows to Zechariah.

Of these horns it certainly must be said that they 
had scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. Strikingly, in 
Zechariah 1:19 Judah is given the honorable name of 
Israel. This verse must not be read as though Judah and 
Israel and Jerusalem were scattered. Rather, the idea is 
that Judah is God’s Israel. It is Judah—that is, Israel—
and Jerusalem. It is in Judah that God acknowledges his 
Israel. The Lord does not recognize the schism that had 
been committed by the ten tribes. Whoever had separated 
from Judah—even if it was far and away the majority—
had separated from Israel and was no Israel. In Judah is 
the church. There is the heart of the covenant line. The 
holy line runs through Judah. Out of Judah came David’s 
house. Out of Judah will come Israel’s redemption.

And, therefore, it is Judah that enrages the world 
power down through the ages!

The ungodly world power through the centuries has 
aimed at the scattering and total annihilation of Judah.

The church always lies in the midst of and is surrounded 
by that ungodly world power. The antichristian forces attack 
her from every side. This is the meaning of the number four 
in connection with the horns. The prophet saw four horns.

Some think that this number four must have a literal sig-
nificance, and they try to connect the four horns with four 
literal world powers: for instance, the Assyrians, Babylo-
nians, Persians, and Medes. However, when the prophet sees 
this vision, Judah had already been scattered by these world 
powers. Thus they belong to the past. What the prophet sees 
in the vision is not from the past, but he sees an ever-present 
reality for the church. Besides, it is true that the Babylonians 
had scattered Judah by bringing her into captivity, but under 
the Persians Judah was set free and returned to the land of her 
fathers. Further, it is evident that when the prophet sees these 
four horns, he does not see a succession of world powers that 
harass Judah one after the other, but he sees all the horns 
simultaneously threatening the church. Thus the view of the 
horns as four different world powers cannot be maintained.

1	 The editor’s poetic rendering of Psalm 129:1–3 from the Dutch psalter.

Rather, the horns must have a symbolic significance. 
The number four belongs to the symbolic numbers con-
tained in scripture. The number four indicates the earthly 
world in its fullness and breadth. Just as the number six 
signifies the same world in its development in time with 
the full measure of the world’s development through 
man’s vain strivings—a week of labor without the Sab-
bath, time without eternity, and work without rest—so 
the number four points to the world in its vast and expan-
sive space; abundance; and fullness in power, might, and 
glory. Accordingly, scripture speaks of the four winds 
from the four corners of the earth, and John saw four 
living creatures. Therefore, the four horns in Zechariah’s 
vision represent the world power as it comes from all sides 
against Judah as the church and surrounds and threatens 
Judah from every direction.

Together the four horns are all the antichristian forces 
as the world power!

Judah is a lamb surrounded by wolves!
How long, O Lord?
Is it possible? Is there no hurry with the Lord to fulfill 

his promises?
Come, Lord Jesus; yea, come quickly!
This was the actual situation of the church in the old 

dispensation. The church was then limited to one nation 
that stood in the middle of the hostile world power. Surely, 
the Lord had redeemed his people and brought them out 
of the land of Egypt and brought them to their own land, 
a paradise that flowed with milk and honey. They were his 
peculiar and precious people separated unto himself. This 
land did not lie in a far-off corner of the world, but it was 
in the very center—the navel—of the earth. Canaan was 
surrounded on every side by the world power. The Lord 
could not have prepared a more dangerous position for his 
people in the world. And always the world powers lurked 
and watched Judah and Jerusalem. Always they were full 
of hatred and spite against the people of God. That people 
was a despised people—harassed, ravaged, and scattered.

Very justly might the people complain about their 
enemies:

From my youth they crushed me, let Israel say. 
Enemies rejoiced when in the dust we lay. 
From my youth with hatred, they cast thy sheep  
	 down. 
Yet their might could not prevail against thy own. 
Deep in my back they plowed their terrible rows. 
Brutally they carved their long, painful furrows. 
In my destruction they heaped sorrow on grief. 
Deaf to my cries, they punish without relief.1

And truly they could say:
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O Lord, to us thy mercy show; 
And thy salvation now bestow. 
We weary of their sneering words; 
These foes our tired ears have heard. 
With cruel mock’ry they deride 
This strong conspiracy of pride. 
Our hearts such sorrow long have borne; 
They gleefully laugh us to scorn.2

So it was all the way to the captivity.
A remnant had returned from exile, but it was only to 

be threatened again and ravaged by those four horns—to 
become a plaything of the world powers…

Until all conspired against the Lion of Judah’s tribe, 
attempting to destroy him at the cross…

But the man-child was caught up to God; Satan was 
cast down into the earth; and the woman fled into the 
wilderness (Rev. 12).

Israel is not a single nation any longer but is spread 
throughout the nations. Israel does not live in a separate 
land anymore but dwells in all lands.

The church is become a church among all nations!
But still the world is enraged at the church. Still the 

church is surrounded on all sides by enemies. Always 
and again the antichristian world power seeks to get into 
its hands the steel sword of the state in order to turn it 
against Judah and Jerusalem.

So it was under the mighty Roman Caesars.
Thus it was at the time of the Reformation.
And it is the same at this present time. Think only of 

the godless Communist state of Russia or of the Nazis of 
Germany.3

So will it still be the case in the worldwide kingdom 
of the antichrist.

A lamb surrounded by wolves!
Will the promises ever be fulfilled? Will not the world 

power succeed in totally destroying Judah and Jerusalem?
How long, O Lord?
Come quickly!
The marvelous ways of God!
Because in that precarious situation of the church, Zion 

always is preserved and the church never can be destroyed.
The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temp-

tation and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment 
to be punished (2 Pet. 2:9). How often did God’s Israel 
not have many reasons for his sad complaint because men 
had been oppressing him from his youth? How often did 
it not appear in history as if the end of God’s church had 
come and the ungodly world had the victory? But time 
and again God’s Israel sang:

2	 The editor’s poetic rendering of Psalm 123:3–4 from the Dutch psalter.
3	 Hoeksema wrote this meditation when the Nazis and Stalinist Russia were flexing their muscles in Europe.
4	 No. 353:3, in The Psalter with Doctrinal Standards, Liturgy, Church Order, and added Chorale Section, reprinted and revised edition of the 

1912 United Presbyterian Psalter (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1927; rev. ed. 1995).

Blest be the Lord Who made us not their prey; 
As from the snare a bird escapeth free; 
Their net is rent and so escaped are we; 
Our only help is in Jehovah’s Name, 
Who made the earth and all the heavenly frame.4

For the Lord also has his carpenters!
And he shows the prophet these carpenters. Even as 

the horns are four, so are the carpenters. In the original 
Hebrew the word translated in Zechariah 1:20 as carpen-
ters can mean craftsmen or skilled artisans. But the trans-
lation blacksmiths is to be preferred, especially in light of 
what they have come to do.

The prophet asks, “What have these come to do?”
The angel answers, “These are come to fray them, to 

cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their 
horn over the land of Judah to scatter it” (v. 21).

The smith in holy scripture is symbolic of power and 
skill. The smith is a strong man. By his hard work he 
develops a muscular frame. But he also has understanding 
and skill to work the stubborn, hard steel while it is hot.

God’s hammers!
They are God’s servants to work and to break the pow-

erful horns of the heathen!
Note that these smiths appear on the scene just as 

the four horns begin to threaten the people of God from 
every side.

Although John Calvin translates verse 21 as though 
it identifies the four blacksmiths with the four horns, 
that clearly is not the idea. Everything in the verse and 
its context points to the fact that these blacksmiths are 
world powers like the horns, yet they are distinct from the 
horns. They are powers that are outside Israel. Their num-
ber is also four. They do their work through violence and 
are themselves stronger than the four horns. Therefore, 
the four blacksmiths represent world powers that God 
raises up at the precise moment that the horns threaten 
to destroy the church. The blacksmiths fall on the horns 
and scatter them.

The blacksmiths do not intend to serve God or to 
deliver and preserve his church. But the blacksmiths seek 
their own power, honor, and recognition and to gain 
spoil and plunder and to enrich themselves with gold and 
silver. They seek to gain the whole world!

But all powers are God’s. This is true not only of the 
horns but also of the blacksmiths. Thus even against 
their own intentions and purposes, the horns and the 
blacksmiths serve the purpose of God. He sets the world 
against the world in order to deliver his church.
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This fact history frequently shows.
So it happened to David in the wilderness of Maon. 

There in the wilderness Saul pursued David. Saul was 
on one side of the mountain, and David and his men 
were on the other. But when David and his men tried to 
escape, they walked right into a trap. Saul and his men 
had them surrounded and were ready to capture David. 
The net was set. The bird was caught.

Then came God’s blacksmiths. The Philistines invaded 
the country, and Saul had to break off hunting David.

So it happens repeatedly.
And so it will be for the church until Christ appears 

on his white horse in victory!
To fulfill the promises!
Oh, the wonderful ways of God!

—Herman Hoeksema

FROM THE EDITOR

The issue that you have in your hands is the annual 
special issue of Sword and Shield that features the 
speech and remarks that were given at the annual 

meeting of Reformed Believers Publishing (RBP). This 
year the meeting was held in Northwest Indiana at the 
facilities of Second Reformed Protestant Church. We 
thank the church for making those facilities available to the 
association for its meeting. The speech was well attended 
by association members from around the Reformed Prot-
estant Churches. I note especially that there were many 
children and young people in attendance.

The meeting was noteworthy because the association 
purged its ranks of those of Ephraim who were armed with 
bows and turned back in the day of battle. Over half the 
membership was voted out at the meeting. In this Reformed 
Believers Publishing maintained its claim that it teaches and 
publishes the truth.

This year the editor gave the keynote address. This 
address makes up the bulk of the editorial for this special 
issue. The editorial is not a transcript of the speech. It is 
an expansion on the speech. The speech was occasioned 
by three speeches that were given at an officebearers’ con-
ference of the Protestant Reformed Churches in Crete 
Protestant Reformed Church this past September. The 
speeches are still more proof that the Protestant Reformed 
Churches have forsaken the gospel-truth of justification 
by faith alone and are false churches. What is shocking in 
the fall of the Protestant Reformed Churches is that there 
does not seem to be anyone in those churches who can 
listen to an old sermon by Herman Hoeksema and then 
listen to these speeches and ask, “What has happened?”

The editorial for this month is the editor’s analysis of 
the first speech, given by Rev. Joshua Engelsma. Unlike his 
namesake Joshua, he does not preach rest in Jesus Christ 
but binds on the shoulders of the people burdens that are 
heavy and grievous to be borne, and he does not lift one 
finger to help them. He is a disgraceful minister of recon-
ciliation. He was charged by Christ to preach that God 
reconciled the world to himself, and all Joshua can do is 
preach that the people are not reconciled but must yet do 
something to be reconciled. The other two men who gave 

speeches at that conference were Rev. Richard Smit and 
Rev. Daniel Kleyn. These men only added to the massa-
cre of the gospel that began with Engelsma’s speech. I will 
publish my analysis of those two speeches in coming issues.

In light of the subject matter of this issue and the next 
two, every Protestant Reformed household for which we 
have an address will receive a copy of Sword and Shield for 
three months free of charge.

There were timely remarks made at the meeting by 
Reverend Bomers and Reverend Ophoff. Their expanded 
remarks are included as closing remarks in this special 
issue. There were also secretary and treasurer reports given 
at the meeting, and they too are included in this issue.

The readers will also find in the issue a contribution by 
Reverend Pascual in his rubric, A Dry Morsel. He is con-
tinuing his series against Rev. John Flores, who contends 
against First Orthodox Reformed Protestant Church, 
Bulacan, that she is not a true instituted church with legit-
imate officebearers.

Mr. Michael Vermeer fills the Insights rubric with an 
analysis of Rev. Joshua Engelsma’s speech at the officebearers’ 
conference. Michael submitted his article prior to the meet-
ing of RBP and the speech that was given there by the editor. 
Michael’s analysis is his own, and his analysis is spot on: Rev-
erend Engelsma has been overthrown. The doctrine of jus-
tification by faith alone is not overthrown, though men try 
with their might to do so. The stone that the builders refused 
has become the headstone of the corner, and “whosoever 
shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomso-
ever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder” (Luke 20:18).

Take note of the announcement regarding an upcoming 
lecture from the evangelism committee of First Reformed 
Protestant Church. The lecture will again call out to mem-
bers of the Protestant Reformed Churches to come out of 
her because she is false. Many chide us for our language 
and characterize it as harsh and unloving. This is not the 
case. We follow in the footsteps of our savior and the apos-
tles, who did not spare the wolves if by any means God’s 
elect might be saved. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

We trust that if you have the Spirit, you will find the 
writing to be edifying. May the Lord bless it to your hearts.

—NJL
6    |    SWORD AND SHIELD
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CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME  
AND DEVOTIONS

Welcome to the sixth annual association meet-
ing of Reformed Believers Publishing. It is an 
absolute delight to see so many gathered here 

this evening—so many wounded, poor, blind, and lame—
those who are the outcasts of Israel. Your presence is a great 
encouragement to the editor, the regular writers, and the 
board of Reformed Believers Publishing. And we all need 
that encouragement, especially in the face of ridicule and 
fierce opposition and the defection this past year within our 
own ranks. It is exhilarating to know that you are gathered 
here to give witness to the truth, that you are here for the 
support of and the confession of that truth through Sword 
and Shield, the media of Reformed Believers Publishing.

Scripture Reading from Jeremiah 30
7.	 Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: 

it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall 
be saved out of it.

8.	 For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that I will break his yoke from off 
thy neck, and will burst thy bonds, and strangers 
shall no more serve themselves of him:

9.	 But they shall serve the Lord their God, and David 
their king, whom I will raise up unto them.

10.	 Therefore fear thou not, O my servant Jacob, 
saith the Lord; neither be dismayed, O Israel: 
for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed 
from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall 
return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and 
none shall make him afraid.

11.	 For I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee: 
though I make a full end of all nations whither 
I have scattered thee, yet I will not make a full 
end of thee: but I will correct thee in measure, 
and will not leave thee altogether unpunished.

12.	 For thus saith the Lord, Thy bruise is incurable, 
and thy wound is grievous.

13.	 There is none to plead thy cause, that thou mayest 
be bound up: thou hast no healing medicines.

14.	 All thy lovers have forgotten thee; they seek thee 
not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of 
an enemy, with the chastisement of a cruel one, 
for the multitude of thine iniquity; because thy 
sins were increased.

15.	 Why criest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow 
is incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: 

because thy sins were increased, I have done 
these things unto thee.

16.	 Therefore all they that devour thee shall be 
devoured; and all thine adversaries, every one of 
them, shall go into captivity; and they that spoil 
thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee 
will I give for a prey.

17.	 For I will restore health unto thee, and I will 
heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord; because 
they called thee an Outcast, saying, This is Zion, 
whom no man seeketh after.

18.	 Thus saith the Lord; Behold, I will bring again 
the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy on 
his dwellingplaces; and the city shall be builded 
upon her own heap, and the palace shall remain 
after the manner thereof.

19.	 And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and 
the voice of them that make merry: and I will 
multiply them, and they shall not be few; I will 
also glorify them, and they shall not be small.

20.	 Their children also shall be as aforetime, and 
their congregation shall be established before 
me, and I will punish all that oppress them.

21.	 And their nobles shall be of themselves, and 
their governor shall proceed from the midst of 
them; and I will cause him to draw near, and 
he shall approach unto me: for who is this that 
engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith 
the Lord.

22.	 And ye shall be my people, and I will be your 
God.

23.	 Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goeth forth 
with fury, a continuing whirlwind: it shall fall 
with pain upon the head of the wicked.

24.	 The fierce anger of the Lord shall not return, 
until he hath done it, and until he have per-
formed the intents of his heart: in the latter days 
ye shall consider it.

Prayer
Our gracious God and heavenly Father, we call upon thy 
holy name at the beginning of our meeting to ask thy 
blessing upon our gathering this evening and that thou 
wilt guard and defend our cause of defending and pro-
claiming thy word of truth through the printed page. We 
thank thee, O God, for this meeting of Reformed Believ-
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ers Publishing and for the many believers gathered here 
and online in support of this cause. We pray that in all 
our work, words, and praise, thou alone may receive all 
honor and glory and that in our celebration tonight we 
might magnify thy most holy name.

How excellent is thy name, for the whole earth and the 
heavens are full of thy glory. Who is so great a God as our 
God? Thou hast declared of thyself, “I am Jehovah, and my 
glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven 
images.” We confess that honor and majesty are before thee 
and that there is no God besides thee. Thy voice shakes the 
earth and the heavens, but thou hast determined and wilt 
establish an everlasting kingdom that cannot be moved and 
where thy name is all in all. Thou hast prepared thy throne 
in the heavens, and thy kingdom rules over all. Thou dost 
sovereignly reign over and govern all things by thy Word 
and Spirit. Thou art clothed in honor and majesty; thou 
hast robed and armed thyself with strength. Thou art the 
beginning and the ending of all. Thou hast declared of thy-
self, “i am that i am, Jehovah, the first and the last, which 
is, which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”

Thou, O Lord, art righteous in all thy ways and holy 
in all thy works. Thou art a God of infinite goodness 
and justice. Thou art holy and without iniquity, just and 
upright in all thy judgments. Thou only hast immortality, 
dwelling in the light unto which no man can approach, 
whom no man has seen nor can see. Thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold evil and can behold no iniquity. Thou art 
arrayed in all righteousness and holiness, so that the sera-
phim, who carry out thy will, with two wings must cover 
their faces, with twain cover their feet, and with twain do 
they fly, crying aloud to one another, “Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

“To whom, then, will ye liken me, or to whom shall I 
be equal?” saith the Holy One.

And so that all men might know, from the rising of 
the sun even from the west, that there is none besides 
thee, thou hast formed the light and created darkness. 
By the Word of thy power, thou hast created the heav-
ens and stretched them out and dost command all their 
hosts. Thou hast made the clouds thy chariot and dost 
walk upon the wings of the wind. Thou hast commanded 
the morning since its birth and caused the Dayspring 
to know his place. Thou hast spread forth the earth and 
every creeping thing. Thou canst measure the waters in 
the hollow of thy hand and mete out heaven with a span. 
Thou waterest the hills from thy chambers; the earth is 
satisfied with the fruit of thy works.

Thou givest breath unto the people upon that earth and 
spirit to those who walk therein. For thine invisible things 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made, even thine eternal power 
and Godhead, so that those who change the truth of God 

into a lie and worship and serve the creature more than the 
creator are without excuse. Father, creator, let thy name be 
holy and divine in all the earth, and let thy word of truth 
and thy cause be made glorious and victorious in the world.

Who are we, then, who seek thee, the Holy One of 
Israel, who seek the light of thy face or dare to come 
into thy presence? We confess that in our natural state 
we have no desire to seek thee nor a right to thy bless-
ings. For most miserable of all men are we, who were 
shaped in iniquity and in whom dwells no good thing. 
We are liars, murderers, harlots, and blasphemers, for we 
are as unclean things, so that even our righteousnesses 
are as filthy rags. Cause us always to confess that we are 
ungodly, damnworthy sinners who have an unpayable 
and inexhaustible debt. We have no acts of obedience 
to offer, no good works with which to merit, no faithful 
keeping of thy antithesis, no repentance or sorrow over 
sin to justify, and no faith as our act. Truly from our sins 
and misery and in and of ourselves, there is no way out.

And yet while we were sinners, thou didst come to 
us and say, “Fear not, thou worm Jacob and ye people of 
Israel, for I will help thee. I have redeemed thee; I have 
called thee by thy name; thou art mine. There is no con-
demnation for thee, for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy savior. Since thou wast precious in my 
sight, thou hast been honorable, and I have loved thee. 
Therefore, will I give men for thee and people for thy life. 
I will bring thy seed from the east and gather thee from 
the west, bringing my sons from far and my daughters 
from the ends of the earth—even every one who is called 
by my name, for I have created him for my glory.”

And so we seek thee, O God, not with a worth or righ-
teousness of our own but clothed with the righteousness 
of another and with holiness that is outside ourselves and 
otherworldly. For thou hast decreed before the worlds 
were framed to savingly reveal thyself in the light and 
countenance of Jesus. Although no man has seen thee at 
any time, yet thou hast purposed to manifest thyself and 
to fulfill all thy sovereign counsel through the wonder of 
the incarnation of thine elect Seed, so that thy chosen 
ones might believe and know thee.

Cause us ever to rejoice then in the miraculous and 
wonderful gift of the in-fleshing of thy Son, Jesus, whom 
we confess to be God of God, Light of light, true God of 
true God, begotten, not made, and of the same essence 
with the Father; Jesus, who made himself of no reputation 
but for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
manifest in the flesh and dwelt under the curse that was 
ours, so that in our stead he hallowed thy name and lived 
in perfect love for thee; Jesus, who was meek and lowly 
of heart and was not rebellious, neither turned back from 
thy counsel to be condemned by Pontius Pilate; Jesus, 
who gave his cheeks and his back to the smiters and hid 
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not his face from their shame and spitting, so that all who 
saw him laughed him to scorn and shook their heads; 
Jesus, who knew no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth, who took upon himself the condemnation of thy 
righteous judgment that was our due; Jesus, who being 
found in fashion as a man became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross, where thy rebuke broke his 
heart, and he looked for some to have pity on him but 
found no man to comfort him. And in the blackness of 
that cross, thy Son felt pressed down upon him the full 
weight of thy wrath and curse for our infinite debt. On 
the accursed tree he gave his life as a ransom price and 
made an end of thy wrath against the sins of all thy cove-
nant people and justified them.

But thou didst not leave his soul in hell; neither did 
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption, for he has 
gone up on high, led captivity captive, and received gifts 
for men, yea, even for thine enemies. Wherefore thou hast 
highly exalted him and given him a name above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of things in heaven and things in earth and things under 
the earth, and that every tongue should confess that he is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. It is Jesus, the Christ, 
who died and was risen, who is the captain of Jehovah’s 
hosts and the holder of the book of seven seals, who is the 
unfolding of thine eternal counsel, the goal and head of 
all, and who is now the absolute Lord who sits at thy right 
hand of power as the judge of the living and the dead.

O God, let this gospel-truth always be the cause and 
banner of Reformed Believers Publishing. Be pleased to 
continue to use Sword and Shield to set forth and declare 
the truth of thine absolute sovereignty in election and 
reprobation. And against all opposition cause our maga-
zine to shout the glorious gospel of pure grace, the abso-
lutely unconditional covenant to the utter abasement of 
man, and that God justifies only the ungodly!

Preserve and strengthen the writers of Sword and 
Shield to wage war against the devil and the dark work-
ers of iniquity who seek to steal away that gospel. Cause 
our magazine to battle against the false church, against 
the Protestant Reformed Churches and her lie that if a 
man would be saved, there is that which he must do, 
against her heresies of assurance through works, justifica-
tion through faith and repentance, and man-first dogma. 
Use Sword and Shield to fight and expose any doctrine 
that strips thee of thy glory and any lie that displaces the 
perfect work of thy Son. And let us ever joy and take 
comfort in the beautiful sound of free grace—grace that 
flows not from human efforts or merit but of the pure 
love and mercy of our heavenly Father. With every article, 
every meditation, every instructive and defensive word, 
use Sword and Shield to declare thy sovereign, particular, 
and pure grace.

Use our magazine and our speeches this evening to 
give witness to all thy people that our deliverance does 
not consist in any noxious mixture of faith and works or 
any Christ-plus doctrine, but that they are justified freely 
by thy grace alone, through faith alone, in the redemp-
tion of Christ alone. Speak unto thy people of their liv-
ing union with Christ, their savior. Through these means 
convict thine elect that we, who possess Jesus Christ 
through faith alone, receive all things and have complete 
salvation in him. Being justified by faith alone, we have 
all blessedness, happiness, forgiveness, hope, and peace. 
Let this gospel, this truth, always be the battleground 
and fight of Reformed Believers Publishing. We pray that 
thou wilt confound and destroy the efforts of the powers 
of darkness that work to harm our cause and silence our 
witness and testimony to the pure gospel of grace.

We thank thee that thou hast continued to uphold 
and strengthen our editor and writers. Give them cour-
age, wisdom, and everything that they need to write for 
the cause of the truth. Preserve them in the truth. We 
pray that thou wilt use Sword and Shield as a powerful 
instrument to set forth, defend, and spread the gospel of 
pure grace and that it may give a sharp, antithetical wit-
ness against all error that defiles thy truth.

Gather, defend, and preserve thy church, O Lord; and 
in thy Son bless thy church, the body and bride of Christ 
from the beginning of the world to the end thereof, the 
body that will be revealed in the day of Jesus Christ to be 
an innumerable throng as the stars of heaven. And yet, as 
that body exists here on earth and is represented by this 
little band, it is always a remnant—thy remnant, which is 
always and forever in thy care and precious in thy sight.

We pray, O God, for thy coming and fulfillment of thy 
decree, when the sun shall be turned into darkness and the 
moon into blood; when the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and 
the earth and the works therein shall be consumed with 
fire; and when the Son of man will come in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory, and every eye shall see 
him, and those who pierced him and all the wicked of the 
earth shall wail because of him. For on that great and nota-
ble day, he shall come to gather to himself his church so 
that all his people might reign with him forever and ever. 
Send forth thine angels with a great sound of a trumpet 
to gather together thine elect from the four winds, from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to the uttermost parts of 
heaven. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!

For thine, O Lord, is the greatness, the majesty and 
the power, the glory and the victory, for all that is in the 
heavens and in the earth are thine. Thine is the kingdom, 
O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.

Amen.
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EDITORIAL

THREE BLIND MICE (1):  
JUSTIFICATION DID NOT HAPPEN  

AT THE CROSS

Introduction

When Reformed Believers Publishing (RBP) 
was formed, it was deliberately and con-
sciously formed to publish a fighting paper, 

Sword and Shield. At the time of the formation of RBP, 
the battle of Sword and Shield was with the Protestant 
Reformed Churches (PRC) while the members of RBP 
were still within the PRC. The denomination had cor-
rupted herself from the simplicity of the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. The men who began RBP were of the impres-
sion that the corruption was only within certain quarters 
of the denomination and that the weed of false doctrine 
was rather shallowly rooted. Their hope was that by writ-
ing in the magazine, the false doctrine would be brought 
to light and easily condemned. But once the battle was 
joined, the root of the PRC’s corruption was revealed to 
be very deeply set, and the noxious weed of false doctrine 
had spread itself throughout the entire denomination. It 
came to light that there was a deep-seated antipathy to 
Jesus Christ among the professors, ministers, and office-
bearers, as well as within the pews of the denomination. 
They hated Christ and his claim that he is the only way 
of salvation. The PRC had a treacherous heart, and she 
revealed that in her persecution of those who rebuked 
her for her covetousness and idolatry. Through the labors 
of Sword and Shield as a midwife at the delivery, a new 
denomination, the Reformed Protestant Churches (RPC), 
was born—a denomination that was rooted in the truth of 
the Reformed creeds and the sacred scriptures.

The contention of Sword and Shield, Reformed Believ-
ers Publishing, and the Reformed Protestant denomina-
tion that the Protestant Reformed Churches are false 
churches is not inflammatory rhetoric intended merely to 
shock the hearer, although the words are truly shocking: 
false churches, enemies of Christ and his kingdom, dogs, 
evil workers, the concision, and the whore of Babylon 
sated on the blood of martyrs. The churches of Herman 
Hoeksema and George Ophoff that had stood against the 
world in the battle for sovereign grace in salvation have 
forsaken the truth.

Yet the condemnation and the names are grounded 

in fact. The issue in the matter of a true church and a 
false church is not feelings, the niceness of men, the 
respectability of the people, the pull of sentimentality, 
or relationships. The issue is not whether the professors, 
ministers, and teachers in a denomination make some 
true or factual statements, quote the Bible, reference the 
Reformed creeds, use the name of Jesus, or mention the 
Holy Spirit and grace. The issue is only whether a church 
preaches the pure gospel. The gospel is the proclamation 
that Jesus Christ is the only way of salvation through his 
righteousness received by faith alone. The issue, in short, 
is the justification of the ungodly sinner by faith alone, so 
that the sinner has peace with God through his Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is the article of the standing and the falling 
church. This is the threshold that the true church crosses 
and by which she is transformed into the false church. 
Corruption of this article of the faith is in principle the 
corruption of the whole faith. Forsaking justification by 
faith alone, the church cannot have an election theology, 
a Spirit theology, and a sovereign grace theology. Such a 
church even does despite to the law, for all her talking 
about the law, for only the truth of justification by faith 
alone establishes the law (Rom. 3:31). Forsaking justi-
fication by faith alone, the church is left with man in 
his labor without rest, working for but never arriving at 
salvation and only heaping to himself a greater condem-
nation. Forsaking that truth, she forsakes God and Jesus 
Christ. Forsaking that truth, she is transformed from the 
beautiful bride of Jesus Christ into a gaudy whore.

The fact that the false church has forsaken this article 
of the faith also makes her the enemy of the true church. 
In love for the God of her righteousness, in thankful-
ness for God’s gracious justification of the ungodly, and 
in devotion to her Lord who saved her, the true church 
contends earnestly for the faith. This means that the false 
church in all her various forms is in fact the enemy of the 
true church, and the true church is bound to contend 
against the false church in every form she assumes.

Yet I contend that the Lord who formed us as his 
people has given to us a particular place in contending 
for the faith. This place is to recognize the false doctrine 
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and corruption of the gospel in the Protestant Reformed 
Churches and to do battle with that denomination. The 
captain of Jehovah’s hosts gives to every denomination 
of true churches its theater of operation in the larger war 
against the lie. In her day the PRC was called to contend 
particularly against the Christian Reformed Church and 
her corruption of the gospel by common grace, the well-
meant gospel offer, and the conditional covenant. Later, 
as an extension of that calling, the PRC had the liberated 
churches for her enemies because of their corruption of 
the truth of the covenant. And I maintain that such is the 
case with the Reformed Protestant Churches, Reformed 
Believers Publishing, and Sword and Shield. The Lord has 
given to us the calling to contend for the gospel against 
the particular form in which it is being corrupted by the 
Protestant Reformed Churches.

We have on the pages of Sword and Shield demon-
strated the Protestant Reformed corruption of the gospel.

We have pointed out and condemned the familiar 
corrupt statements and those who have made them. We 
know of Professor Engelsma’s doctrine that man repents 
and believes for his justification; that God cannot and 
will not forgive a man unless and until he repents; and 
that man is first, and God is second. We are familiar with 
slippery McGeown’s statement that faith is man’s act and 
not God’s act. We are familiar with Cammenga’s massa-
cre of Lord’s Day 7 and its teaching about faith. We are 
familiar with Koole’s doctrine that faith is what man must 
do to be saved. We have shuddered at and condemned 
Gritters’ doctrine of unforgiveness: The elect are unfor-
given in eternity; they are unforgiven at the cross; and 
they are unforgiven unless and until they actively repent 
and actively believe. And we are familiar with the Protes-
tant Reformed doctrine of faith as that which man does 
to be justified, that man must be active in his faith to be 
justified. We have heard about the PRC’s foolish distinc-
tion between justification and forgiveness. And we are 
aware of the recent synodical decision that made official 
the Protestant Reformed doctrine that good works assure 
man of his justification, which is about the rankest denial 
of justification by faith yet to come out of these churches.

It is my intention in a series of editorials to demon-
strate yet again that the PRC maintains all that false doc-
trine about justification; that the PRC as a denomination 
has been overthrown; and that the PRC’s gospel is no 
gospel. I intend to do that by the examination of three 
speeches given in September by Rev. Joshua Engelsma, 
Rev. Richard Smit, and Rev. Daniel Kleyn at an office-
bearers’ conference hosted by Crete Protestant Reformed 

1	 Joshua Engelsma, “The Relationship Between Once-for-All Justification and Daily Forgiveness,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= 
LY5t2A2VWNI&t=1128s. All quotations of Rev. Joshua Engelsma are from this speech.

Church. I preached in that church for nearly fifteen years. 
The members there heard my doctrine. I preached eter-
nal justification. I preached justification at the cross. I 
preached to them the gospel of Jesus Christ and that the 
ungodly are justified. They rejected the preaching, and 
they murdered me and my family for my preaching. 
Crete’s council now promotes another gospel that is no 
gospel. That other gospel came out clearly through these 
three speeches.

The theme of the conference was “Justification and 
Forgiveness.” Thus the theme of the conference was the 
heart and soul of the gospel of Jesus Christ in the doctrine 
of justification by faith alone. Rev. Joshua Engelsma rec-
ognized the importance of the topic and said,

It’s obvious to us all here the significance of these 
doctrines from a theological point of view. As 
Luther said, we’re dealing with the article of a 
standing or a falling church. As Calvin said, we’re 
dealing with the chief hinge on which the Chris-
tian religion turns. This is the heart of the gospel 
of grace.1

This is true. And by that measure then, the content of 
the speeches tells the tale that the PRC—as Babylon—
has fallen. The three speakers together spoke a little over 
twenty thousand words. To put that in perspective, that 
is about four sermons’ worth of words, or it is nearly an 
entire Sword and Shield issue’s worth of words. In the 
entirety of their speeches, the phrase “faith alone” appears 
five times. It appears three times in Engelsma’s speech. 
In all three of those instances, the phrase appears only as 
a description of the doctrine of justification. The phrase 
appears not at all in Rev. Richard Smit’s speech! Mind 
you, part of Smit’s task was to describe the relationship 
between forgiveness and faith! In a conference on justi-
fication and with the task of describing the relationship 
between justification and faith, Smit does not use the 
phrase “justification by faith alone”—not even once! He 
cannot, does not, and will not say “justification by faith 
alone.” The three speakers do not believe in justification 
by faith alone, and they apparently see no need to use the 
phrase except as a kind of tagline.

All three speakers also take note of the slanderous ene-
mies who accuse the PRC of denying justification by faith 
alone. Engelsma is representative:

I have in mind especially the enemies of the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches who bring allegations 
and false charges against us as, um, denial of the 
truth of justification by faith alone [sic].
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The speakers, who are cowards in their warfare, do 
not name these enemies. However, these enemies are not 
the United Reformed Churches and her ministers, whom 
Josh Engelsma refers to as brothers. These enemies are 
not the ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 
with whom Protestant Reformed officebearers sit cozily at 
the North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council 
(NAPARC). These enemies are not any of the member 
churches of NAPARC, with their well-meant gospel offer, 
conditional covenants, and justification by faith and 
works, overrun as these churches are with federal vision 
theology. All these denominations are true churches, 
brothers, and friends to the PRC. Protestant Reformed 
people easily leave their respective congregations and sit 
comfortably in the pews of these denominations. So, to 
whom might these speakers be referring?

They are referring to the Reformed Protestant Churches. 
We have repeatedly accused the PRC of denying justifica-
tion by faith alone. We have not merely accused the PRC 
of it by means of assertions, but we have proved it exten-
sively in our sermons and writings. Sword and Shield has 
carried many articles by various authors proving beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that the PRC has been overthrown as 
true churches because the denomination denies the gos-
pel-truth of justification by faith alone and teaches another 
gospel that is no gospel. If what Josh says is true, that this 
doctrine is the heart of the gospel of grace, then the PRC 
has ripped the heart out of the gospel of grace, and thus she 
has no gospel of grace.

The source of this corruption was the theology of 
Rev. Hubert De Wolf from 1953 that never left the PRC 
and has taken over the denomination. De Wolf taught 
that in man’s daily experience conversion is a prerequi-
site to entrance into the kingdom. To enter the kingdom 
is to be justified (Lord’s Day 31). For De Wolf conver-
sion was prerequisite to that. A man must first repent, 
and then he will be forgiven. This is the doctrine of the 
PRC because her doctrine of justification is that man 
is justified by faith and by repentance. Her doctrine 
explicitly is that a man must first repent and then he 
will be forgiven. That wording is simply a restatement 
of De Wolf ’s theology.

The specific form of the corruption of justification 
by faith alone up to this point in the PRC is that man 
must first repent and then and only then can God forgive 
him; prior and prerequisite repentance unto forgiveness; 
good works as part of the assurance of justification; faith 
as man’s act, not God’s act; faith and repentance being 
two sides of one justifying coin that man puts into God’s 
vending machine of forgiveness; faith as that which man 
must do to be saved; justification and forgiveness of sins 
as different acts of God; and other similar errors. We have 

exegeted scripture to show this. We have explained the 
creeds to show this. We have used the words of Protestant 
Reformed ministers to demonstrate this. And it is obvi-
ous from the three speeches that the speakers have heard 
that condemnation, for it is nothing other than a con-
demnation. It is a condemnation with the anathema that 
the apostle Paul levels against every minister and church 
that teaches any other doctrine of justification than his 
doctrine of justification by faith alone.

But these impotent men only mention some slander-
ous accusations made against the PRC by some unnamed 
opponents. In response they do not answer the actual 
arguments made by these opponents nor correctly rep-
resent Reformed Protestant doctrine. The speakers set 
up some straw men to knock down. For that they are 
not only cowards—mice—but are dishonest theological 
opponents as well. Lying and slander are bad in any situa-
tion; they are gross wickedness in the realm of theological 
controversy. For men so vocally concerned about repen-
tance, their behavior gives the lie to their concerns. They 
have no problem at all lying about, misrepresenting, and 
slandering their enemies and the gospel of grace.

What their speeches demonstrate is that they have 
become hardened opponents of Jesus Christ and his gos-
pel. Their speeches show that they hate the gospel-truth 
of justification by faith alone and that they are deter-
mined to maintain and strengthen the overthrow of that 
doctrine in the Protestant Reformed Churches. That 
Crete Protestant Reformed Church hosted the confer-
ence and promotes it is further proof that the Lord has 
spewed her out of his mouth as a church disgusting to 
him because she says she is rich but knows not that she is 
naked, blind, and poor. She has rejected the gospel-truth 
of justification by faith alone that was preached to her 
faithfully for fifteen years and has become a synagogue 
of Satan. The three ministers who spoke are ministers of 
the same malignant spirit, and they serve as instruments 
to bind the Protestant Reformed Churches deeply in the 
strong delusion that the Lord Jesus Christ has sent over 
the denomination. The speakers have become hardened 
in their own conceits that they teach the truth of justifi-
cation—I do not say “teach the truth about justification 
by faith alone” because they can hardly get those words 
across their lips!

The Cross Was Not Justification
Josh Engelsma’s speech is easy to dissect, but it is not easy 
to listen to him. He has affected a breathy and sanctimo-
nious preektoon (preaching tone) for one, and for another 
he denies the truth. His speech is titled “The Relation-
ship Between Once-for-All Justification and Daily For-
giveness.” It is the task of his speech to establish that jus-
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tification strictly means justification in the conscience of 
the believer and that this justification has two forms: the 
once-for-all justification at the moment of believing and 
the daily form of justification when the sinner repents 
and believes. This is justification for Engelsma, and there 
is no other sense of justification for him.

Regarding Engelsma’s speech, an important point to 
remember is that he makes both once-for-all justification 
and the forgiveness of sins to be justification.

Previously the PRC made a distinction between justi-
fication and forgiveness, but the distinction is idiotic. The 
PRC made that distinction in order to teach that a man 
is justified by faith and forgiven by faith and repentance. 
That distinction was deception and misdirection. The 
PRC wanted to say things about forgiveness that would 
be nakedly heretical if those things were said about jus-
tification. So the PRC made a distinction—the refuge of 
all good heretics—between justification and the daily for-
giveness of sins.

But justification and forgiveness are the same thing.
In making that distinction, then, the PRC had tipped 

her hand to her heretical doctrine of justification in con-
nection with her explanation of the daily forgiveness of 
sins, or as she says, “the experience of justification.” The 
PRC has said that the experience of justification is by 
faith and repentance or however many other ways that 
she has described it. What is important for the PRC is 
that repentance be included as the way to the forgive-
ness of the sinner. And that is then also the Protestant 
Reformed doctrine of justification.

In his speech Josh backs off that ridiculous distinction. 
Perhaps his thinking is that since Protestant Reformed 
ministers have established in the denomination that a 
man is forgiven by repentance and by faith, that now he 
can apply that theology to justification too. Thus he must 
join the two doctrines—justification and forgiveness—
together again and say the same about both. Josh says 
concerning the forgiveness of sins, “To begin in explain-
ing that, it’s necessary to state from the outset that this 
is the doctrine of justification.” Now that admission is 
important because justification is justification is justifica-
tion. Justification is forgiveness, and forgiveness is justifi-
cation. The experience of justification is justification. The 
assurance of justification is justification. The experience 
of forgiveness is justification. The assurance of forgiveness 
is justification. It is all justification. And one’s doctrine of 
daily forgiveness is then one’s doctrine of justification, or 
in Josh’s language his doctrine of daily forgiveness must 
be the same as his doctrine of once-for-all-justification.

Engelsma says about this once-for-all-justification, 
“We’re justified in our conscience the moment we’re 
brought first to conscious faith.” But he is not being 

honest here because he believes what the rest of those in 
the PRC believe and what the other speeches made plain, 
and this means that he has to add repentance. So later 
in the speech Josh says about the truth of forgiveness, 
“This is the comfort that we are privileged as pastors to 
preach…to the needs of God’s sinful, penitent sheep.” 
When he says “penitent sheep,” he means good people 
who are sorry for their sins and have a resolve to live a 
new, godly life. The Protestant Reformed ministers have 
the privilege to preach justification to those who are 
repentant and believing people. Forgiveness for Josh is 
the justification of the repentant and believing person. 
And this must also be his doctrine of once-for-all justifi-
cation. This is justification for Engelsma, and there is no 
other sense of justification for him. The gospel for Josh 
is the justification of the repenting and believing person.

But the gospel is not that God forgives or justifies 
“penitent sheep.” The gospel is not either that God jus-
tifies believing, penitent sheep. The gospel according to 
the apostle Paul in Romans 4:5 is that “to him that wor-
keth not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness.” Nowhere in Josh 
Engelsma’s speech, nowhere in any of the three speeches, 
is the truth that God justifies the ungodly brought out or 
even mentioned. Josh Engelsma teaches that God justifies 
the believing and the penitent. He does not preach the 
gospel to sinners, but he preaches to repentant sinners 
and to believing sinners, even repentant sheep and believ-
ing sheep. He must see that evidence—repentance—
before he will preach the gospel to them.

This statement by him is rich because the PRC 
has spent some amount of energy denying that she is 
hyper-Calvinistic, and here one of her leading ministers 
says that the Protestant Reformed pastors are privileged 
to preach the gospel to repentant sheep.

You can about imagine Josh Engelsma, with his 
breathy preektoon, all his canned hand gestures, and his 
choreographed head movements, standing in for Peter on 
the day of Pentecost: “Now, I want you all to know that 
you did very badly, and you need to repent and show 
yourself to be sheep. Then I will extend to you the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and his forgiveness of you.” Before Peter 
saw one evidence of repentance, he preached Christ cru-
cified and risen, which was to preach to the people the 
gospel-truth of justification by faith alone. He preached 
to justify the ungodly. And he taught them that this is 
God’s promise to his elect everywhere: God justified the 
ungodly and reconciled his people to himself in Christ 
and has shed his Spirit abroad! Be reconciled!

In this justification of the penitent and believing, all 
three speakers are one. Richard Smit’s speech brings out 
clearly that the gospel of forgiveness in the PRC is for the 
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penitent, converted, and believing sinner. Daniel Kleyn’s 
speech reinforces this and really adds the thought that 
the gospel is for working and obeying sinners. All the 
speeches proclaim that as the gospel of the PRC. These 
speeches, beginning with Engelsma’s, are nothing more 
than a repetition of the main points of the PRC’s cor-
ruption of the doctrine of justification that we have con-
tended against on the pages of this magazine for years.

To teach that justification is strictly in the conscience 
of the repentant and believing person, Josh Engelsma 
must mount an assault on the truth that there is a justifi-
cation of the elect before they were born, had one thought 
in faith, or shed one tear of sorrow for sin.

He begins his assault with eternal justification. Of 
note is that he cannot even define eternal justification 
properly. It is either that or he deceptively redefines it 
for his audience, so that he can pretend to hold to the 
doctrine of eternal justification or at least to make his 
denial of it look less offensive. He says, “It is significant 
with respect to the doctrine of justification that we say 
that this is something that takes place in the forum…of 
the believer’s conscience.” True enough. The elect sinner 
is justified in his conscience. Then Josh asks, “What does 
that mean with respect to justification in eternity?”

He says,

Then we certainly believe and maintain that jus-
tification, like all God’s works in time and every 
aspect of salvation, has its eternal source in God’s 
decree of election. From eternity in his decree of 
election, God determined to justify his people.

Josh’s “justification in eternity” is a decree to justify 
those who repent and believe in time. Engelsma knows 
full well that a decree to justify in time when God’s peo-
ple repent and believe is not eternal justification.

Eternal justification has been clearly defined by Her-
man Hoeksema in his Reformed Dogmatics:

First, we certainly may speak of our justification 
from eternity. We are justified in the decree of 
election from before the foundation of the world. 
About this truth there was at one time a dispute 
in the Reformed churches. Evidently afraid to 
over-emphasize the counsel of God, some main-
tained that one could speak only of justification 
by faith. They denied eternal justification. But it 
is very clear that this is not correct. In his eter-
nal counsel God has ordained Christ as mediator 

2	 Herman Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, 2nd ed. (Grandville, MI: Reformed Free Publishing Association), 2:95.
3	 Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, 2:95.
4	 Herman Hoeksema, “The Righteousness of Believers,” sermon preached June 13, 1954, oldpathsrecordings.com/wp-content/uploads/sermons 

/2020/09/25-LD-23-Righteousness-of-Believers-6_13_54.mp3.

and head of all the elect. Therefore, it must be 
true that God knew the elect in Christ as justified 
from all eternity.2

Then Hoeksema adds very strongly, “The elect do 
not become righteous before God in time by faith, but 
they are righteous in the tribunal of God from before the 
foundation of the earth.”3

Hoeksema does not mean by this that there is not a 
justification of the elect in their consciences, but he means 
very pointedly to deny what Josh Engelsma is keen on 
teaching, that the “initial” and “definitive” justification 
of the elect takes place at the moment they are brought 
to conscious faith. Hoeksema means that the elect were 
justified before that and apart from that.

Hoeksema also preached eternal justification. In a ser-
mon on Lord’s Day 23, he said,

In the old country, in former years, when there 
was still sufficient interest to discuss these things, 
beloved—which I doubt whether there is now, 
but when there was still sufficient interest—there 
was a controversy about the question whether we 
may speak of eternal justification or whether jus-
tification is only by faith in time. I’ve always taken 
the position that it is absurd to speak of justifi-
cation only by faith in time that is not grounded 
in the justification in eternity. We are eternally 
justified, or we are not justified at all! In election, 
and without election you cannot even speak of 
justification, in sovereign election God chose us 
in Christ. And in that sovereign election, God 
always looked upon us in Christ—never in any 
other way. He chose us in Christ, the church, the 
elect. He chose them in Christ. He considered 
them in Christ. He never looks upon them in any 
other way than in Christ. And therefore, in eter-
nity they are looked upon as justified sinners, in 
Christ. That first of all. That’s the ground. That’s 
the firm ground.4

Engelsma is free—foolish, but free—to throw off his 
heritage and the truth that his Reformed father taught 
him. But he is not free to redefine terms. It would have 
been honest for Engelsma to acknowledge what Hoek-
sema said and then to disagree and show why. The fact 
is that for Josh there is no such thing as eternal justifi-
cation. It does not exist. It is a fiction, an invention. He 
should have been honest and said to the people gathered 
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at the conference, “There is no such thing as eternal justi-
fication!” He is offended by it because it is a justification 
apart from man’s activities, and this he will not have. Man 
must first repent. Man must second believe. Man must 
do these things in order to be justified and in that order. 
But if eternal justification is true, then there is a com-
plete and perfect justification of the elect sinner before 
he is even born, has one thought, or sheds one tear. And 
the implication of this doctrine is that this is also what it 
means to say that the sinner is justified in his conscience 
by faith alone: He has as little to do with that as he has 
to do with his eternal justification. And that offends Josh. 
Grace offends Josh. Free justification offends Josh.

Then he slanders the doctrine and those who teach it, 
including his spiritual father:

To speak only of eternal justification to the exclu-
sion of speaking of what happens in our life and 
experience as believers is not to deal honestly 
with the teaching of the word of God or of the 
Reformed confessions.

Here Josh sets up one of those straw men. No one 
has ever spoken of eternal justification to the exclusion 
of what happens in the believer’s life and experience: His 
spiritual father Herman Hoeksema certainly did not, and 
the RPC does not. Josh knows that. Those who teach 
eternal justification argue for it based on scripture, and 
they make clear that this doctrine has a definite implica-
tion for how they speak of justification by faith alone in 
the conscience. But Josh does not have even the common 
decency to deal with their arguments. He just slanders 
those who teach eternal justification. For Josh there is 
no eternal justification. For him when scripture speaks 
of justification, it speaks only of what happens in the 
believer’s life and experience after he repents and after he 
believes. And so Josh means that it is dishonest in light 
of scripture and the confessions to speak of eternal justi-
fication at all! Justification is strictly what happens in the 
conscience when the sinner repents and believes.

For the sake of argument, I will grant the pious fraud 
that the doctrine of eternal justification is based on 
good and necessary consequence. Passages of scripture 
must be compared with others, and from this compar-
ison the doctrine emerges. For instance the eternal and 
unchanging God says that he has not beheld iniquity in 
Jacob nor seen perverseness in Israel (Num. 23:21); the 
eternal and unchanging God says that no one is able to 
lay a charge against God’s elect because it is God who 
justifies—no one can lay a charge against them as elect 
because God justified them as elect (Rom. 8:33); and 
God reveals Christ as the lamb slain in the counsel of 
God before the foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8). 

Perhaps some may think that this fact, that the doctrine 
is derived by good and necessary consequence, renders 
the doctrine less important or perhaps less sure. But 
I remind the reader that the doctrine of the Trinity is 
derived by good and necessary consequence too, and 
the Athanasian Creed says about the doctrine: “Except 
every one do keep whole and undefiled [this faith], 
without doubt he shall perish everlastingly” (Art. 2, in 
Confessions and Church Order, 13). What is derived by 
implication from scripture is as bindingly the truth as 
what is explicitly said in scripture.

One of the passages that is used to derive eternal jus-
tification from scripture is Romans 4:25: “Who [Jesus 
our Lord] was delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification.” The argument goes like this: 
If we are justified at the cross, and if the cross according 
to Revelation 13:8 is eternal, then our justification at the 
cross is eternal.

Engelsma, of course, has to deal with this passage 
because it makes a very significant and irrefutable declara-
tion that contradicts the whole premise of his speech, that 
there is only justification in the conscience and that there 
is no justification outside the activities of believing and 
repenting. Romans 4:25 says explicitly that justification 
happened outside the elect sinner, before he was born and 
before he believed. His justification happened at the cross. 
This Josh cannot have. For him justification is strictly in 
the conscience. He has to have that doctrine because he 
is a good Protestant Reformed minister, and Protestant 
Reformed ministers have to justify active believers, who 
are also actively repentant, in order to receive their ini-
tial justification and who throughout their lives can be 
forgiven by their active faith and active repentance. Prot-
estant Reformed ministers cannot have anyone thinking 
that man is a stock and a block! Faith and repentance are 
necessary unto justification. Both man’s active repentance 
and active faith must be present, and in that order, for 
him to be justified and forgiven. Josh wants the doctrine 
that God does not and God cannot forgive a man unless 
and until he repents and believes—and in that order! 
After all, Protestant Reformed ministers are privileged to 
preach forgiveness to “penitent sheep.”

To deny the clear teaching of Romans 4:25, Engelsma 
plays in ambiguities in the English translation and per-
forms a little theological legerdemain. The King James 
Version has “raised for our justification.” And he knows 
that this can be understood in English to mean “in order 
to provide the basis of our justification that will take place 
later on.” Or more simply, it can be understood as “he 
was raised because at his cross he provided the basis for 
our eventual justification.” This is Josh’s position: Christ 
provided a basis for a future justification. Josh says,
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We firmly maintain the one basis of our justifi-
cation being in the cross and in the resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 4, of course, 
makes that inseparable connection.

In the speech Josh does no exegesis. Perhaps he is fla-
grantly incompetent, in which case he should leave the 
ministry, especially if he cannot explain correctly one of 
the central passages regarding the truth of justification 
by faith alone. In the speech he just quotes Romans 4:25 
as though it were perfectly self-explanatory and has the 
meaning that he wants put on it. This is incredibly dis-
honest. He should not be lecturing people about honesty 
because right here he handles the word of God deceit-
fully. It is bad enough that he deceitfully handles the 
writings of his spiritual fathers and that he deceitfully 
handles the writings of his theological opponents, but to 
handle deceitfully the word of God is to mark yourself 
as a false teacher.

Romans 4:25 does not simply teach that Christ’s cross 
is the basis of our eventual justification when we repent 
and believe. But the apostle in the passage speaks in a 
strict parallel. The first part of that parallel is the state-
ment “who was delivered for our offences.” The meaning 
of the phrase is that our offenses are the judicial ground 
of the act of God to deliver Christ over to death. The par-
allel statement “raised for our justification” then means 
that Christ’s work to accomplish our justification and 
God’s declaration of our justification at the cross were the 
judicial ground of God’s act to raise Christ from the dead. 
There is a justification at the cross, and that cannot be 
gainsaid. There is a justification of the whole elect church 
and of every individual elect child of God from all sin 
without repentance, without faith, and before each one 
was born.

But Engelsma cannot wait to denigrate what Christ 
accomplished. He says,

That being said—maintained—at the same time 
the emphasis of the word of God in speaking of 
justification is not what happened at the cross 
but what happens in the life and the experience 
of the believer.

Josh does not mean “emphasis,” but he means and says 
that there was no justification at the cross. Justification at 
the cross is as fictional and nonexistent as justification 
in eternity is for him. Here he is bold and just says the 
blasphemous words: Justification is not what happened at 
the cross. He stumbled. It is hard so blatantly to make the 
cross of Christ of none effect, but he actually gets these 
words across his lips: Justification is not what happened 
at the cross.

But if Christ did not justify us at the cross, then such 

is the force of the apostle’s argument that Christ is still in 
the grave, according to Josh Engelsma. He can speak all 
he wants about a resurrected and an ascended Christ, but 
Josh’s doctrine of justification does not allow it.

If there is no justification at the cross, there is no sal-
vation at the cross, and Josh makes Christ a liar, who said, 
“It is finished.” Among those things that Christ finished 
was our justification.

Josh also makes the apostle Paul a liar, who says about 
the cross of Christ, “God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconcil-
iation” (2 Cor. 5:19). God reconciled his whole cosmos 
and all his elect to himself at the cross, and he did that 
exactly because at the cross he justified them. So the apos-
tle says, “For he hath made him [Christ] to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him” (v. 21). The thought of the apostle is 
that at the cross and by Christ’s suffering at the cross, two 
things happened. First, Christ was made sin. At the cross 
he became as it were sin itself, the very object of the wrath 
of God. And, second, through that we became the righ-
teousness of God in him. That startling language, became 
the righteousness of God, means that in Christ—that is, 
in Christ by election—the righteousness of Christ is so 
identified with us that we become it. You might say that 
Christ’s righteousness is all that God can see. But more, it 
means that on the ground of God’s righteous justification 
of us at the cross, we are also justified in our consciences 
and then conformed to the image of Christ by his Spirit, 
so that the very righteousness of God is fulfilled in us. To 
preach this justification at the cross is the specific charge 
that God and Christ give the ministry of reconciliation. 
The minister of reconciliation must declare in his preach-
ing that God has reconciled—justified—his elect church 
to himself at the cross, and so they must be reconciled 
to God in their minds, that is, justified by faith. By that 
ministry they are justified and reconciled, for God works 
by the gospel in them what he declares in the gospel. But 
this justification at the cross Josh will not preach, and so 
he is faithless in his office as well.

What do the creeds say about the cross?

It was the will of God that Christ by the blood 
of the cross, whereby He confirmed the new cov-
enant, should effectually redeem out of every 
people, tribe, nation, and language all those, and 
those only, who were from eternity chosen to sal-
vation and given to Him by the Father; that He 
should confer upon them faith, which, together 
with all the other saving gifts of the Holy Spirit, 
He purchased for them by His death. (Canons 
2.8, in Confessions and Church Order, 163–64)
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God’s will and Christ’s work at the cross were to pur-
chase all the saving gifts of the Holy Spirit, which cer-
tainly means that Christ purchased justification. He 
accomplished it at the cross. If salvation is not real and 
whole in him already, it cannot be bestowed. He con-
firmed the covenant at the cross, which certainly means 
that he justified his people at the cross, or else there is no 
covenant because the righteous Lord loves the righteous.

Listen to Isaiah: “He was bruised for our iniquities!” 
(Isa. 53:5). Was Christ bruised but did not justify in that 
bruising? Josh has a beaten Christ who has not justified 
his people.

What does Guido de Brès say in the Belgic Confes-
sion about the cross of Christ as the confession of all the 
Reformed martyrs in the Lowlands?

He called out, My God, My God, why hast thou 
forsaken Me? and hath suffered all this for the 
remission of our sins…

Neither is it necessary to seek or invent any 
other means of being reconciled to God than this 
only sacrifice, once offered, by which believers 
are made perfect forever. (Art. 21, in Confessions 
and Church Order, 48–49)

It was the specific point of Christ to suffer for our 
justification in our place, for our sakes, and to accomplish 
for us the remission of sins.

And the Heidelberg Catechism says that Christ by 
his death accomplished both “righteousness” and “obe-
dience” for his people (Lord’s Day 23, in Confessions and 
Church Order, 107).

What does the passage of scripture that was read right 
before Josh’s speech say? “Who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” 
(Rom. 8:34). This verse is simply the application to believ-
ers of the comfort of Romans 4:25. There is no condemna-
tion to us at the cross of Christ. We are justified at the cross 
of Christ! God testified of this in the resurrection! That is 
what believing the resurrection means. It means believing 
that God at the cross justified me by Christ’s blood.

And I say about Josh Engelsma that he cannot agree 
with baptism, which is a sign and seal of the righteous-
ness that is by faith. And you will say to me, “See, yes, 
that is what Engelsma is saying! There is a promise to 
the baptized child that when he repents and believes he 

will be justified.” And I say to you that he is a condi-
tional-covenant theologian, and he cannot agree with the 
Form for the Administration of Baptism when it says that 
baptized infants are “sanctified in Christ” (Confessions and 
Church Order, 260). Without their knowledge—faith as 
knowledge—they are received again unto grace in Christ. 
Surely grace in Christ means justification! Just as they 
fell through condemnation in Adam, so they are received 
through justification in Christ. And by the power of that 
righteous declaration that God makes over them, he sanc-
tifies them to be members of Christ.

Then Josh has no ground either for his assertion that 
there is a definitive and unlosable justification when a man 
believes, and then there is a daily reapplication of that 
justification to the believer when he repents and believes. 
A justification of the penitent and believing without that 
justification existing first in Christ means that justifica-
tion is rooted in man’s own activity and is not rooted in 
Christ. Justification comes into existence only through 
man’s repenting and believing. Justification then becomes 
simply a response of God to man’s repenting and believ-
ing. This means that justification does not exist in Christ 
and become one’s possession when he is united to Christ, 
but man brings justification into existence. If justification 
comes and only comes by repentance and by faith, then 
justification is lost the moment a person sins or is unbe-
lieving. And he can get justification back only by more 
repenting and more believing.

I can summarize very easily Josh’s doctrine without all 
his subterfuge. God does not justify you unless and until 
you have repented and believed! And you had better keep 
doing that, or you are unforgiven! Josh can deny that for-
mulation, but his doctrine demands it.

Nothing more needs to be heard from a man who can 
say that justification is not what happened at the cross. 
Josh condemns himself with his own words. He is just 
another Gritters. And Josh’s theology is an unforgiven the-
ology. The elect are unforgiven in eternity. They are unfor-
given at the cross. They are unforgiven unless and until 
they repent and believe.

The more you look at this theology of Josh Engelsma, 
the more loathsome it and the man who teaches it become. 
He is a viper, and his words are poison. He should have 
entitled his speech “Justification is Not What Happened 
at the Cross!”

—NJL



18    |    SWORD AND SHIELD

ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT

Once again, the board members give thanks to 
God for his gracious provision for Reformed 
Believers Publishing (RBP) the past year.

The fiscal year for RBP runs from October 1 through 
September 30. The primary source of income continues 
to be gifts from individuals and church collections, which 
support the publishing and mailing of Sword and Shield. 
Additional income comes from a small number of paid 
subscriptions and the sale of bound volumes.

For the past fiscal year, total income was $168,787.76, 
of which amount $168,130.74 came from individ-
ual and church donations. Total expenses amounted to 
$84,169.75, including $59,020.92 for printing and type-
setting and $25,148.83 for administrative costs, which 
were primarily postage and website design fees. This 
resulted in a reported net income of $80,290.08 for the 
fiscal year.

While these numbers appear to show a strong surplus, 
there are a few important anomalies to note. A total of 
$55,000 was donated specifically for the future purchase 
of the inventory of and rights to Rev. Nathan Langerak’s 
children’s Bible storybooks. That income is included in 
this year’s report, but the related expenses will not appear 
until the next fiscal year. In addition the board purchased 
the inventory of and rights to Reverend Langerak’s Walk-
ing in the Way of Love series for $6,000. The board also 
received a generous $60,000 donation from an individual 
who is not a member of Reformed Believers Publishing. 
If these unusual items are excluded, a more accurate pic-
ture of RBP’s financial position would show income of 
$53,787.76, expenses of $78,169.75, and a net deficit of 
$24,381.99 for the year.

Currently RBP prints 2,000 copies of each issue of 
Sword and Shield. Each issue costs approximately $5,000 
to produce, depending on the size. About 1,800 copies 
are mailed within the United States, and 75 copies are 
mailed internationally.

Since a substantial portion of RBP’s expenses this year 
was dedicated to website design and development, I will 
share a few interesting and encouraging details about how 
the site is being used and its growing outreach. Please 

note that this information reflects analytics from the 
updated website only and does not include data from 
before the redesign. Since the new website launched last 
year, nearly 7,000 users have visited it. The majority of 
these visits came through Google searches, though many 
users also arrived by typing in the website address directly 
or through social media links.

The website ranked prominently in web search results 
for topics such as “Norman Shepherd,” “Why I Left the 
Protestant Reformed Church,” “Protestant Reformed 
Church Split,” and “Reformed Education.” This means 
that Sword and Shield articles have been found and read 
by people who were actively searching for these subjects 
online.

Visitors to the website came from not only the United 
States and Canada but also from Singapore, China, the 
Philippines, the United Kingdom, and the Netherlands. 
Since the website launch, there have been 6,676 file 
downloads, including both magazine issues and audio 
files. The site’s internal search feature has been used over 
250 times for topics such as “repentance,” “De Wolf,” 
“antithesis,” and “conditional fellowship.”

Some of the most-read articles include “A Tale of Two 
Protests,” “Set for a Defense,” “Who is Responsible for 
‘Scattering the Sheep’?,” and “Wasteland.”

It is encouraging to see the digital outreach of Sword 
and Shield expanding as readers around the world engage 
with the Reformed truth.

Once again, the board members thank our covenant 
God for faithfully providing the means to continue pub-
lishing and distributing Sword and Shield free of charge 
to our readers. All printing, typesetting, mailing, and 
website expenses have been fully covered by the generous 
support of our readers and donors.

Please prayerfully consider continuing your support. 
Donations may be made online at the Reformed Believers 
Publishing website (www.reformedbelieverspub.org) or 
mailed directly to the RBP office at the address listed on 
the masthead. On behalf of the board, I sincerely thank 
you for your generous support throughout the past year.

—Brent Snippe



SWORD AND SHIELD    |    19

ANNUAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

On behalf of the board of Reformed Believers 
Publishing (RBP), I intend to inform the asso-
ciation of the principal activities in which the 

board has been engaged this past year.
The year began last October with a board that we 

believed to be unified in the cause of Reformed Believers 
Publishing, which is to promote, defend, and develop the 
Reformed faith, as well as to condemn all lies repugnant 
to this truth. It soon became evident that we were not, 
in fact, united in that cause. In January our vice pres-
ident, Mr. Elijah Roberts, published a document titled 
“A Call to Freedom and Unity in Christ,” in which he 
called members of the Reformed Protestant Churches 
to leave the denomination because of her acts of church 
discipline and her preaching regarding the antithesis that 
God has put between his church and the world. Mr. Rob-
erts coauthored this document with one of our founding 
members and former board president Mr. Henry Kamps. 
The board of RBP judged this document to be antithet-
ically opposed to the Reformed faith in Lord’s Day 31 
and Belgic Confession article 28. Shortly after publishing 
the document and removing himself from the Reformed 
Protestant denomination, Mr. Roberts attempted to 
resign from the board. The board called for a meeting 
to deal with the resignation of Mr. Roberts. Mr. Roberts 
chose not to attend that meeting. After some discussion 
it became evident by their own admissions that Mr. Ste-
fan Bodbyl and Mr. Doug Mingerink, two other board 
members, sympathized with the document. At that meet-
ing all three men were removed from board membership. 
Ed Ophoff III was appointed to be the vice president, 
replacing Elijah Roberts; Brent Snippe was appointed 
to be the treasurer, replacing Doug Mingerink; and the 
undersigned was appointed to be the secretary, replacing 
Stefan Bodbyl. Also at that meeting, Mrs. Paula Rob-
erts, our office secretary, was removed and replaced by 
Mr. Jason Cleveland. After considering its workload, the 
board decided to move forward with only six members 
until the regular election could be held at the annual asso-
ciation meeting.

As we have seen in the motion that was taken tonight 
to remove members of this association because of their 
failure to confess the truth, many have defected from the 
righteous cause of this association to defend the truth of 
justification by faith alone. Also, many people continue 
to cancel receiving Sword and Shield free of charge out 

of an admitted hatred for the truth. This ought not to 
discourage us. It is in this that we continue to see the 
twofold effect that takes place when justification by faith 
alone is confessed in the world and especially in the false 
church. This truth is received by those to whom God has 
given the Holy Spirit, and it is rejected by those to whom 
God has not given the Spirit. This twofold effect gives 
us cause to rejoice because in this we continue to see the 
coming of Christ’s kingdom.

It should be noted also that Mr. Jeremy Hilt informed 
the board this year of his resignation from membership in 
the association. The board has informed him of its accep-
tance of his resignation.

A highlight for the board this year was the addition 
of audio files to our website for every issue of Sword and 
Shield. Audio files of all past and present issues of the 
magazine have been uploaded to our website and are 
available for your use. This has been a time-consuming 
labor, and we hope that many of our readers benefit from 
it by being able to listen to the magazine if they so desire.

The board members are also excited to announce that in 
harmony with the purpose of this association to promote, 
defend, and develop the Reformed faith, we have recently 
purchased the inventory of and rights to both volumes one 
and two of the thoroughly Reformed book series Walking 
in the Way of Love, authored by Rev. Nathan J. Langerak. 
The board has made a decision to return the copyrights 
back to their rightful owner, Reverend Langerak. The 
board is intentionally setting a precedent in the decision to 
give the rights to this material to the author. We are con-
victed that the rights to these works appropriately belong 
to the author, so that they can be promoted and distrib-
uted wherever his doctrine is preached and believed. We 
intend to promote and sell the inventory of the books that 
we have purchased as well as to republish them when it 
becomes necessary. If anyone is interested in purchasing 
Walking in the Way of Love, the two volumes are available 
tonight in the fellowship hall. Currently, the board is pur-
suing a similar purchase of the rights and inventory to 
the children’s Bible storybook series that was authored by 
Reverend Langerak. It is the board’s intention to promote 
and sell the first two books and to publish soon the third 
book, titled Miraculous. These purchases have been made 
possible by the generous donations of members of this 
association who have expressed the desire to promote and 
publish these Reformed materials.



20    |    SWORD AND SHIELD

The board continues to see the Protestant Reformed 
Churches as the primary object of our witness. To that 
end we have started to regularly update the Sword and 
Shield mailing list with those who have joined the Prot-
estant Reformed Churches, become married, moved, or 
have any other change that we become aware of. We have 
also recently started to add to the mailing list the mem-
bers of any congregation that is directly charged or refer-
enced in the magazine for a particular month, regardless 
of whether in the past they asked that the magazine not 
be sent to them.

The board is thankful for the continued labors of our 
full-time copy editors, Evelyn Langerak, Allyson Ophoff, 
Carrie Langerak, and Karissa Crich, as well as those who 
have provided part-time help. Without the tireless labors 
of these women to edit the magazine, it would be impos-
sible for us to produce the clear, concise, and accurate 
magazine that we have.

The board also is thankful for the continued and tireless 
labors of our editors, as well as all those who contribute 
articles to the magazine each month. Reverend Langerak 
has faithfully served for over two years as our editor in 

chief, and he plans to continue to do so for the foreseeable 
future. Reverend Bomers and Reverend Ophoff also con-
tinue to serve faithfully as rubric editors. It is our prayer 
that God gives our editors richly of his Spirit to carry on 
in these labors for such a worthy cause.

Typically it is the practice that the chairman will thank 
the retiring board members for their service. On behalf of 
the board tonight, I would like to thank our chairman, 
Mr. Joel Langerak, for his labors over the past three years. 
He has been an unwavering leader to the board through-
out some very tumultuous times, especially in this last 
year. So, thank you for your service, Joel.

We also continue to be thankful for this association 
that God has given to us to be the instrument by which 
the office of all believers can continue to be exercised by 
God’s people and by which the world and especially the 
false church receive the faithful testimony of the truth 
of the Reformed faith. The board remains committed to 
the cause of Reformed Believers Publishing to promote, 
defend, and develop the Reformed faith, as well as to con-
demn all lies repugnant to this truth.

—Lee Wiltjer

CLOSING REMARKS

In behalf of the evangelism committee of Faith 
Reformed Protestant Church, I thank, first, the board 
of Reformed Believers Publishing for assisting Faith’s 

committee by printing extra copies of the August 2025 
issue of Sword and Shield and distributing those copies 
to the mailboxes of members in the Protestant Reformed 
church of Loveland, Colorado. That issue contained an 
edited version of a lecture that Faith’s evangelism commit-
tee sponsored, which lecture exposed how both the former 
and current ministers of Loveland Protestant Reformed 
Church have corrupted the gospel-truth of justification by 
faith alone in their preaching. Because of the board’s noble 
assistance in this matter, our committee was able to put 
this lecture before the faces of those upon whose shoulders 
such miserable teachers bind heavy burdens that are griev-
ous to be borne.

Second, I thank the copy editors. When you receive an 
issue of Sword and Shield in your mailbox, what you do 
not see is how late my article in that issue was submitted 
to the copy editors for their review. Oftentimes my articles 
show up in the copy editors’ inboxes two weeks after our 
editor in chief, Reverend Langerak, has requested articles 
to be submitted, so that the copy editors have only a day 

or two to read and edit my articles. And not only are the 
copy editors very patient toward this reoccurring problem, 
but they also are very good at their work.

Furthermore, what you do not see when you receive 
an issue of Sword and Shield in your mailbox is the sacri-
fice that the wife of each editor makes while her husband 
busies himself in the task of writing. It is likely that these 
women sacrifice the most, and I thank my wife for sacri-
ficing her husband to this righteous cause.

In light of Reverend Langerak’s speech this evening, 
let me conclude my comments by placing that Protestant 
Reformed officebearers’ conference in the context of the 
second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

According to 2 Thessalonians 2, the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is preceded by two major precursory 
signs. “That day of the Lord shall not come,” says the 
apostle, “except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition” (v. 3). The 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ causes and is preceded by 
a falling away and the revealing of the man of sin.

Those two major precursory signs are related: In order 
for that man of sin to be revealed, there must be astounding 
departure and massive apostasy from the truth. There is no 
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wickedness—no, not in all the world—like the wickedness 
of those who, being confronted with truth, contradict it, 
saying, “That’s not the truth!” There is no wickedness like 
the wickedness of those who meet Jesus Christ face to face 
in the preaching of the truth and who crucify him afresh 
and put him to open shame. Do you believe that? It is not 
the wickedness of Sodom or Tyre or Sidon, but it is the 
wickedness of Chorazin and Bethsaida and Capernaum that 
prepares the world for the coming of the son of perdition, 
“who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God” (v. 4).

And just as the spiritual and heavenly kingdom of 
Jesus Christ comes by the power of his Spirit with all 
power and signs and truthful wonders and with the pure 
proclamation of the gospel, this carnal and earthly king-
dom of the son of perdition—who is the ape of Jesus 
Christ—comes “after the working of Satan with all power 
and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness 
of unrighteousness” (vv. 9–10). This man of sin, being 
the personal culmination of a history-long movement of 
antichrist according to his headship of a deified state, will 
dazzle and overawe all those who have fallen away.

The apostle goes on to describe those who constitute 
that falling away as “them that perish.” He says that the 
coming of the man of sin is “after the working of Satan…
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 
perish” (vv. 9–10, emphasis added). And as any Greek 
student knows, the present tense of that description is 
important. They are perishing. Certainly, that describes 
them at any point of their existence in the world. But that 
ongoing existence of perishing is simply the manifestation 
of what is eternally true in God’s eternal present. Because 
God conceives of them as perishing, that is who they 
always are. They did not begin to perish when they refused 
to believe the truth that was preached to them. They did 
not begin to perish when they refused to repent. They did 
not begin to perish when they refused to depart from their 
apostate churches. No, they are perishing. They came into 
this world perishing. They pass through this world under 
that living word of God’s wrath: “Perish.” They enter the 
grave perishing. Their soul awakens in hell perishing. 
They enter the final judgment perishing. And perishing, 
they are sent body and soul into everlasting damnation.

They are “them that perish,” the apostle says, “because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved” (v. 10). What explains all apostasy is this: God 
never gave to them the love of the truth. Because God 
did not will their salvation and eternally appointed them 
unto perishing, God did not give to them the love of the 
truth. If the truth comes to you and you do not receive it, 
it is because you have not received the love of the truth. 

When a man departs from the truth, it is because there 
was never any love of the truth in him. Why do men 
refuse to believe the truth when that truth is taught to 
them? Is it because the proclamation of that truth did not 
come in quite the right manner? Is it because they did 
not understand that proclamation of the truth and they 
needed clearer instruction? No. It is because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. Even 
if, in the place of a dull and feeble man standing behind 
a pulpit, an angel came to those who are perishing and 
expounded the truth to them with all the eloquence of 
heaven, they would still say “that is a lie” and mercilessly 
cast that truth from them.

“And for this cause,” the apostle continues, “God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie” 
(v. 11). When the truth comes to them—that is, when 
Christ comes to speak to those who are perishing—and 
they say, “That’s not the truth! You teach a lie!” then God 
judges that. God is always judging. And God judges that 
wickedness by sending them strong delusions.

The speeches given at the Protestant Reformed office-
bearers’ conference are the unfolding of exactly what the 
apostle is talking about here: God is sending the Protestant 
Reformed Churches strong delusions, beginning with her 
most esteemed ministers. How else can you explain why 
the glorious truth that was proclaimed this evening can 
be so scorned and mocked and ridiculed? God is sending 
the Protestant Reformed ministers strong delusions, so 
that they believe a lie. They believe it. They do not love 
the truth. They love the lie. They want to develop that lie 
over against the truth with which Christ has confronted 
them. And that is because God is actively—actively—
causing them to perish. “For this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that 
they all might be damned” (vv. 11–12). What is going on 
in the Protestant Reformed Churches is the preparation 
of a religious church world for the coming of the man of 
sin. And you must believe this: These strong delusions to 
which God is giving over the members of these churches 
are the same strong delusions according to which they 
will prostrate themselves before a man and worship him.

“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for 
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath 
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: where-
unto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (vv. 13–14).

So as you see such things, look up. As you see such 
a great falling away unfold before your own eyes, “look 
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth 
nigh” (Luke 21:28).

—LB
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CLOSING REMARKS

I have just a few comments and observations from the 
meeting this evening. I want to thank the board and 
the association of Reformed Believers Publishing for 

the support of this noble and righteous cause. The cause 
of Reformed Believers Publishing is nothing less than the 
righteous cause of the Son of God himself. We stand in 
the party of the living God for the truth of the uncon-
ditional covenant; for the truth of justification by faith 
alone; for the truth of sovereign, particular grace; for the 
truth of God; and for the truth of the reality of God’s 
eternal decree. Sword and Shield magazine represents 
that cause.

This magazine is the outworking of the office of all 
believers. This is not my magazine. This is not the editor’s 
or the writers’ magazine, but this is your magazine. As 
writers we write not to you, but we write for you. The 
words that are written on the printed page are your words 
as if you yourself had written them. The words con-
tained here are your confession of the truth as a prophet 
anointed with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Ultimately, for 
the writers and the readership, it matters not how many 
people read Sword and Shield. The numbers do not mat-
ter. If men read Sword and Shield and believe the truth 
contained therein, glory be to God for his work. Or if 
men burn Sword and Shield in their firepits, utter shame 
be upon them for rejecting the truth. There is only one 
reader who matters. In a complaint not dissimilar to the 
one of Isaiah, who looked out over the rebellious nation 
of Israel and lamented, “Who hath believed our report?” 
sometimes I ask myself, “Does anyone read this? Does 
anyone care at all?” But we write for a readership of one. 
That one is Jesus Christ himself as the Son of God cru-
cified, raised, and exalted. It does not matter what men 
think of the magazine or its contents. It does not matter 
if throngs read Sword and Shield or not. God is glorified. 
He will be glorified in the salvation of his elect, and he 
will be glorified in the destruction of the wicked.

We give thanks then to our God for giving this mag-
azine a place in the world. I would argue that there is no 
magazine in the world today that sounds forth with such 
a distinctive Reformed sound. All that men hear and read 
in the world is a discordant sound. All the world’s articles 
and literature, which are full of practical counsel, self-
help guides, and false doctrine that makes man a savior in 

some sense, are a cacophony of noise. But the sound that 
comes out of this magazine is the beautiful symphony of 
the gospel and of true doctrine. Nowhere else do you hear 
the beautiful sound of true doctrine. Doctrine is mini-
mized, despised, and hated. Doctrine is derided as divi-
sive and unimportant for the life of the believer.

But doctrine is the lifeblood of the Reformed faith. 
Doctrine is truth elicited from the scriptures. The scrip-
tures are doctrinal. The Reformed confessions are doctri-
nal. Our Reformed fathers loved true doctrine because in 
that doctrine God was revealed to them in all his glory 
and perfection as the sovereign, righteous, and gracious 
God of our salvation; as the one who accomplishes all his 
good pleasure for the glory of his own name. 

The board and association of Reformed Believers Pub-
lishing must be committed then to doctrine. The speech 
that we heard tonight was a thrilling speech that was 
thoroughly doctrinal.

The speech was also polemical. We may not tire of the 
hard words against the Protestant Reformed Churches 
and her ministers. The apostle Paul writes,

1.	 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To 
write the same things to you, to me indeed is 
not grievous, but for you it is safe.

2.	 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, 
beware of the concision. (Phil. 3:1–2)

It is needful for the Reformed Protestant Churches to 
be engaged in polemics against the doctrine and teach-
ers of the Protestant Reformed Churches. It is safe for 
the Reformed Protestant Churches to be reminded of the 
warfare in which she is engaged.

If this magazine refuses to engage in doctrinal contro-
versy, you must start another magazine. This magazine 
must not sheath the sword. 

Therefore, we commend the cause of Sword and 
Shield and of Reformed Believers Publishing to the 
Lord, for the battle is the Lord’s. The battle is not ours. 
The victory that we have is Christ’s victory. And the day 
is coming when the cause of the Reformed Protestant 
Churches and of this magazine shall be vindicated before 
the whole rational, moral world that this cause belonged 
to the Son of God.

—TDO
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DRY MORSEL

Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife.—Proverbs 17:17

A QUESTION ON BEING  
AN INSTITUTED CHURCH (3)

1	 First Reformed Church of Bulacan, “Instituted Church?,” https://www.frcbulacan.com/resources/response-to-orthodox-rpc. Any empha-
ses found in the direct quotations from the website of FRCB as quoted in this installment are original and not mine. All quotations from 
FRCB are from this article unless otherwise noted.

2	 Wayne Bekkering, “The God-Ordained Authority in the Church,” Standard Bearer 51, no. 8 (January 15, 1975): 185.

Introduction

On her website First Reformed Church of Bula-
can (FRCB) posted an article questioning the 
being of my mother, First Orthodox Reformed 

Protestant Church, Bulacan (FORPCB).
FRCB weaponizes article 38 of the Church Order 

and thrusts even deeper into the being of FORPCB. 
First, FRCB unsheathes the article and then brandishes 
it by apprising that the principle of the article is that the 
organization of a church should be given “much care and 
prudence.”1 And with the help of articles 22 and 24 of 
the Church Order, FRCB believes that she already has 
debilitated her enemy. FORPCB has no right to be called 
a legitimate Reformed church as the Church Order dic-
tates, says FRCB.

Contrary to FRCB’s solipsistic reverie, the Church Order 
is set to maintain carefully the office of believers and the 
unity of the churches. My beloved Church Order is for the 
well-being of the church rather than for determining the 
being of the church. Article 38 is not hierarchical in any 
sense. Rather, article 38 is cautious not to harm the liberty of 
believers and not to disturb the unity of the churches. Article 
38 serves the church because the law of Christ, which is true 
liberty by faith, is embodied in the Church Order.

FRCB uses the Church Order at her will to wage war 
against the church of Jesus Christ. FRCB’s war is not for 
the truth but for ascribing more power to herself. How 
self-fulfilling it is to determine the being of an instituted 
church. Like the mother of harlots, Babylon, who is 
drunk with the blood of the saints, FRCB murders the 
existence of Christ’s church. But like Jezebel, FRCB is not 
willing to repent of her lies and idolatry.

The Protestant Reformed Churches (PRC) and her 
worthy daughter, FRCB, are good at attempting to mur-
der the church. It is their shortest way to end a controversy. 
Their attempts are not only especially aimed at dismissing 

believers who left their synagogues but are also strategically 
aimed at the very center of the church, the preaching of the 
gospel. Even the enemies know that ordained men in the 
church “stand or fall in relationship to the Word.”2 Thus 
FRCB must attempt to nullify all FORPCB’s official works 
by tearing off the arms of those who were put into office.

Unqualified Men?
FRCB recounts the secession of our “group” this way:

This group was led by candidate Jeremiah Pascual 
(who passed his ‘classical’ examination last January 
24, 2022 under Article 8 of the Church Order, 
making him eligible for a call to the ministry), 
former elder Ben Catalan (who resigned from 
the office of elder in 2021 prematurely before his 
term expired), former elder Jorge Baguhin (who 
irrevocably resigned from the office of elder and 
abandoned his office last May 28, 2022 and ada-
mantly refusing to give opportunity to discuss 
with the consistory his grounds and legitimate 
reasons for resigning), and deacon Matt Raguirag, 
who unofficially abandoned his office as a current 
deacon of the FRCB just a few days before the 
scheduled Lord’s Supper on June 12, 2022.

Moreover, FRCB writes,
Technically, for a ‘reformed’ church to be orga-
nized, they should have at least 2 elders and a dea-
con to constitute a valid consistory, even when 
there is no ordained minister of the Word and 
Sacrament yet. An elder and a deacon does not 
constitute a ‘valid’ consistory. Plurality of elders 
is the biblical norm necessary in order to prevent 
hierarchical tendency in the congregation…

With very little time after the submission of 
their withdrawal of membership letters on the eve 
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of June 12, 2022, the following day, they already 
declared their group as an ‘instituted church’ with 
pictures of the signing of the Formula of Sub-
scription of the two ‘office bearers’ (an alleged 
elder and a deacon who just very recently aban-
doned his office) were posted.

Lastly, with regard to my ordination, FRCB claims 
that the officebearers who laid their hands on me were 
unqualified:

Candidate Pascual, was apparently ‘ordained (?)’ 
in the FORPCB as a Minister of the Word and 
Sacrament by one former elder (not a current 
active elder prior to their withdrawal), together 
with a newly ‘installed’ elder by their so-called 
‘consistory’ (legitimate?) and a deacon.

FRCB argues that the two officebearers who went with 
us were questionable. However, questioning our political 
independence is hierarchical. We were no longer members 
of FRCB when the two men were elected to be FORPCB’s 
constituting officebearers.

Having seceded from our mother, the false First 
Reformed Church of Bulacan, we became free. We were 
then at liberty to reconstitute the church anew. After 
picking up from the rubble of the false church, we were 
left with few men in our fellowship.

Rev. Tyler Ophoff addressed FORPCB with these en- 
couraging words:

If every officebearer in FRCB was corrupt and 
there were none to lead you out, an election 
could have been held that same night after your 
Act of Separation was signed, and all three men 
could have been elected right then and there.3

Concerning the men who were former officebearers of 
FRCB, we were not aware of their resignations. Neverthe-
less, it no longer mattered. The men left FRCB because 
of her desecration of the sacrament of holy baptism and 
primarily because of the corruption of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ in the preaching. These former officebearers were 
with us and agreed with our reason for leaving. They 
signed the “Public Declaration of Agreement for Church 
Institution” in the spirit of articles 28 and 29 of the 
Belgic Confession. We separated ourselves from FRCB 
because she had manifested herself as a company of those 
who do not truly belong to the church of Jesus Christ. 
And there is no other reason to arrive at that judgment 
than from observing that FRCB is a false church. She 
has corrupted the gospel and the instituted sacraments 
of Jesus Christ. Moreover, “she ascribes more power and 

3	 Tyler D. Ophoff, “The Antithetical Existence of the Church,” Sword and Shield 6, no. 3 (August 2025): 25.

authority to herself and her ordinances than to the Word 
of God” (Belgic Confession 29, in Confessions and Church 
Order, 64). Because the former officebearers agreed with 
that spirit of our secession, we found them to be faithful 
to the truth and the cause of the gospel and qualified to 
be our constituting officebearers.

These officebearers are considered to be unqualified 
only in the sight of the enemies. FRCB attacks the office-
bearers’ freedom to resign and withdraw and thus deems 
them unworthy officebearers. Undoubtedly, this is calcu-
lated to mock the officebearers’ laying of hands upon the 
man whom God has called for the gospel ministry.

FRCB’s primary thought is that my pastorate is fake 
and should not be honored. By attacking the very being of 
FORPCB and the legitimacy of her officebearers, FRCB 
is aiming at the pulpit of the church of Jesus Christ.

Poisonous Tree?
The deplorable John Flores writes,

Most shocking of all: the initial “elder” (Jorge) 
went on to install another elder (Reuben Cata-
lan), and together they ordained a minister of the 
Word—Candidate Jeremiah Pascual!

In a court of law, there’s a principle called the 
“Fruit of the Poisonous Tree.”

The “tree” is Brother Jorge Baguhin.
The “fruits” are his acts of oversight, installa-

tion of officebearers, and ordination of a minister.
Because the tree (his authority) is illegitimate, 

all that proceeds from it is null and void ab initio.
Consequently, anything done by these 

“fruits”—elders, deacons, ministers—is invalid: 
baptisms, the Lord’s Supper, discipline, preach-
ing, marriages, etc.

The First Orthodox RPC in Bulacan is not an 
instituted church.

It has no legitimate elders, deacons, minis-
ter—or even the status of a church.

That’s the plain fact.
Was this the same as what happened to the 

Second RPCA, as Rev. Nathan Langerak claimed 
in his magazine Sword and Slander (oops, I mean 
Shield)—that PRCA did the same to them?

No.
I, along with the FRCB, believe there was injus-

tice in how the officebearers of the RPC were treated 
by the PRCA. They were not judged fairly, and the 
real issue was PRCA’s unwillingness to admit their 
doctrinal error in the “Good Works Controversy”, 
which they should have dealt with long ago.
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But in the case of the First Orthodox RPC in 
Bulacan, especially with Brother Jorge Baguhin—
no injustice happened. He voluntarily relin-
quished his office and duties as an elder, and no 
one forced him at gunpoint to resign. He did it of 
his own free volition. You will not find any men-
tion of doctrinal issues in his resignation.

This is not comparable to the Second RPCA.
But because Rev. Nathan Langerak’s tongue is 

quicker than his brain, he hastily compared the 
two situations and even criticized the previous 
financial support for the FRCB.4

In obsession with the rule of law, John Flores, the 
deplorable missionary of the false FRCB, cannot keep 
the world’s philosophies from dictating his judgment. He 
flaunts—as always—his knowledge about anything in the 
world. His judgment is not Reformed, as you can easily 
sense from the above quotation. All hat and no cattle.

As Flores recounts, the then elder of FRCB, whom we 
elected to be our constituting elder, voluntarily tendered 
his resignation at FRCB on May 28, 2022. Honestly, 
upon writing this installment, it is the first time that I 
have seen the man’s letters of resignation and withdrawal 
of membership. His resignation has a glaring weakness, 
as it does not deal with doctrine but speaks only of his 
failure to fulfill his duty in the office. His withdrawal of 
membership has the same weakness.

However, what really compelled the man to resign is 
implied in his withdrawal letter. Hierarchy is what he saw 
as the overwhelming error in FRCB. He also mentioned 
in his withdrawal letter the attitude of the officebearers 
regarding their handling of letters as they received them. 
Previously, he had sent a letter of concern to the consis-
tory regarding the baptism of a child whose parents were 
not members of the church. Notice that the man was not 
merely telling something about the behavior of ordained 
men in the church, but his primary concern was the hier-
archical attitude of the council, which very well reflects a 
mark of a false church. And this attitude was not a new 
thing in FRCB, but it has been a long-standing spirit in 
the consistory room. That hierarchy was so strong that 
even a seceding officebearer was intimidated as he ten-
dered his resignation and withdrawal of membership.

The former elder of FRCB whom FORPCB chose to 
be her constituting elder has a weakness. Of course, he 
does. Upon seeing his letters, I cannot in good conscience 
say that his resignation and withdrawal of membership 
were exemplary.

4	 First Reformed Church of Bulacan, “It is Not True That Doctrine Was the Root of Cand. Jeremiah Pascual’s Resentment,” https://www 
.frcbulacan.com/resources/response-to-orthodox-rpc.

5	 FRCB, “It is Not True That Doctrine Was the Root of Cand. Jeremiah Pascual’s Resentment.”

Nevertheless, his letters were not in error. Looking at 
the face value of the letters, he was not in error. He is not a 
heretic, and he went through a lawful process. Only John 
Flores and his church say that the process was not lawful. 
They could have hindered the resignation, but the man 
had the liberty to resign and withdraw his membership. 
John Flores says, “In Reformed church polity, the spe-
cial offices—including elder—do not reside in the man 
himself.”5 Then what is the point of taking issue with the 
man’s eldership in our church? He is no longer an elder of 
FRCB. If he were still an elder of FRCB, I could under-
stand John Flores’ contentions. But the man is plainly 
no longer an elder of FRCB. Either John Flores is just 
barking up the wrong tree (poisonous tree, if you will), 
or his published contention is really moot and academic.

The man’s irrevocable resignation and his withdrawal 
of membership did not constitute grounds for not being 
chosen as one of FORPCB’s officebearers. FRCB could 
have a disputation on the installation if the man were 
a heretic or not the husband of one wife. If FORPCB 
had installed a heretic, she undoubtedly would have been 
in error because that would have concerned the truth. 
And if the truth were attacked, then and only then would 
FRCB have a legitimate disputation.

We did not install heretics. We installed men whom 
we judged to be faithful and qualified, not because they 
left FRCB or had indisputable resignations. Rather, the 
men were installed into their respective offices in accor-
dance with the qualifications set by the apostles and out 
of our liberty as believers united with Jesus Christ.

Plurality?
FRCB’s second issue is plurality. She finds it very hierar-
chical that we had two constituting officebearers—one 
elder and one deacon. However, we had in mind that we 
would be electing additional men into office. The same 
Sunday of FORPCB’s organization, nominations were 
made. Two men were nominated, and their names were 
announced for two Sundays. By silent approbation the 
congregation approved the men, and thus they were in-
stalled on July 3, 2022. Then, having two elders and two 
deacons, I was ordained on August 28 that year. We never 
intended to have two men as our council. Again, we were 
just picking up rubble from the ruin of FRCB. We had 
only two men whom we knew had served very recently 
as officebearers.

Nevertheless, having two men is not, in any sense, 
against the apostolic mandate of plurality. In fact to have 
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two men is a plurality. Matthew 18:20 can be the infalli-
ble explanation for why having two men is considered a 
plurality. The passage pertains not only to the gathering 
of believers but also, as the immediate context dictates, 
to the power of the church to discipline. There in the 
council of men, Christ is in their midst with an astound-
ing declaration of their ecclesiastical authority and power: 
“Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven” (Matt. 18:18).

The two officebearers at the time of FORPCB’s orga-
nization were a plurality, like the two officebearers when 
Second Reformed Protestant Church was organized.

However, John Flores claims that the reason Sec-
ond had two officebearers was different from the reason 
FORPCB had two officebearers. Flores explains the dif-
ference this way:

I, along with the FRCB, believe there was injus-
tice in how the officebearers of the RPC were 
treated by the PRCA. They were not judged 
fairly, and the real issue was PRCA’s unwilling-
ness to admit their doctrinal error in the “Good 
Works Controversy”, which they should have 
dealt with long ago.

But in the case of the First Orthodox RPC 
in Bulacan, especially with Brother Jorge 
Baguhin—no injustice happened. He voluntarily 
relinquished his office and duties as an elder, and 
no one forced him at gunpoint to resign. He did 
it of his own free volition. You will not find any 
mention of doctrinal issues in his resignation.

According to John Flores, the reasons that Second could 
have one elder and one deacon as constituting officebearers 
were the unwillingness of the PRC to admit error in the 
doctrinal controversy and her injustice to officebearers.

However, it is very noticeable that even three years after 
John Flores spoke at the Reformed Protestant Churches 
Family Conference in August 2022 and explained our 
certain controversy, nothing has changed. He is still not 
well versed on the doctrinal controversy between the 
Reformed Protestant Churches and the PRC. You can 
sense the struggle when he mentions “Good Works Con-
troversy.” He stammers out the words. He gabbles on in 
staccato, with little fluidity in his thoughts. A stranger 
to the controversy, who thus lacks much knowledge of 
it, can explain in general terms what happened between 
these two denominations, but a true Reformed man is 
not content with general terms, and he makes sure that 
his language is characterized by distinct terms of the 

6	 Ophoff, “The Antithetical Existence of the Church,” 26.

Reformed faith. He knows sharpness because he is taught 
by his antithetical Lord.

The issue regarding the legitimacy of having two 
officebearers, as Flores claims, was not the failure of the 
PRC to admit her doctrinal error, for Synod 2018 had 
determined that there was an error in the PRC concern-
ing the covenant. However, in its decision synod gave 
obedience a ruinous place in man’s fellowship with Jeho-
vah. This error teaches that fellowship, which in essence is 
an eternal life-union with God through Christ, is gained 
by man’s activities of faith and obedience. This is open 
theism clothed in Reformed terminologies and pedagogy. 
It is works-righteousness at its core, a righteousness that is 
outside Christ and foreign to the justification of the elect.

John Flores has not changed. He is still devoid of 
Reformed distinctives while very anxious of carnal things. 
Reverend Ophoff recounts what happened when John 
Flores visited the Reformed Protestant Churches Family 
Conference:

One morning he led the devotions. Afterward 
there was an opportunity to ask questions. In an 
attempt to get to what should have been the heart 
of Flores’ visit, a member of the audience asked 
a simple question to the effect of “What did you 
hear or read in Protestant Reformed preaching 
or writing that caused you to understand there 
was false doctrine?” Flores stood there, fumbling 
around for words. Another audience member 
restated the question. Flores’ answer was that 
he had to consult his notes, and he did not have 
them with him. The young people in the audi-
ence could have answered that meatball ques-
tion! But Flores had nothing to say! No rousing 
defense of the Reformed faith. Instead, we later 
got a pathetic plea about how the people in the 
Philippines go to bed hungry while in America 
we go to bed with full bellies and fluffy pillows. 
Translated, keep giving us money because people 
are starving.6

However, doctrinal controversy does not merit excep-
tion from plurality. John Flores is wrong. Plurality is a 
Reformed principle in church government. Even Second 
is not excused, if you will. His argument quickly falls 
to the ground. In fact both Second and FORPCB were 
faithfully committed to Reformed church government in 
their organizations.

Rev. Cornelius Hanko has a wonderful explanation on 
the unity of the three offices in the church. It implies the 
union of believers with Jesus Christ, that even in their 
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ecclesiastical life, in the special offices, Christ is one Lord 
of his body. Hanko asserts,

We commonly distinguish between those three, 
ministers, elders and deacons. Yet there is actually 
only a twofold office in the church, simply the office 
of elders and deacons. And these two are essentially 
one. Essentially the office is always one, for Christ is 
the Office Bearer, Who is at the same time Prophet, 
and Priest, and King. Thus also believers hold the 
same threefold office in Christ’s name. This also 
becomes evident in the special office.7

Such an assertion is in full agreement with the spirit 
of article 32 of the Belgic Confession, which teaches us 
that order in the church and the exercise of discipline 
through the officebearers should tend “to nourish and pre-
serve concord” (Confessions and Church Order, 66). Good 
Reformed church order aims to serve not only the unity 
of the body of Jesus Christ as it is united with him but 
also the unity of essentially one office, which is twofold—
elders and deacons.

Such an assertion is also in full agreement with the 
principle of article 37 of the Church Order, which says, 
“Whenever the number of the elders is small, the deacons 
may be added to the consistory by local regulation; this 
shall invariably be the rule where the number is less than 
three” (Confessions and Church Order, 391).

Rev. Richard Moore explains this article:

The last part of this statement, that “this shall 
invariably be the rule,” was added in 1914 as a 
matter of safety and sanctified wisdom. Because 
God providentially has kept our congregations 
limited in terms of membership, and because 
the preaching of the pure gospel of Christ is not 
attractive to the mass of people, the exception has 
almost become the rule in our denomination. 
For the majority of our congregations, the dea-
cons have been added to the number of the elders 
to serve in Consistory. In many cases this remains 
necessary because of size limitation.8

Notice how he relates the provision of the fathers to 
the preaching of the gospel, which effectually calls the 

7	 Cornelius Hanko, “The Office in the Church,” Standard Bearer 25, no. 18 (June 15, 1949): 428.
8	 Richard Moore, “Separate Meetings of Elders and Deacons,” Standard Bearer 68, no. 14 (April 15, 1992): 333.
9	 Moore, “Separate Meetings of Elders and Deacons,” 334.

elect and hardens the reprobate wicked. Such a connec-
tion is beautiful. It does not give the impression that a 
church is defined by how many souls she has in mem-
bership but by the gospel she holds—a gospel which is 
offensive and unattractive to the flesh.

The implication of the addition of the deacons to the 
consistory is that they

must be included in all the decisions of the Con-
sistory. They give advice and vote on all matters 
of the Consistory. This includes the matters of 
spiritual concerns within the congregation, and 
upon matters of Christian discipline as well. In 
effect, while they are added to the Consistory, the 
deacons also in these decisions are acting elders. 
The converse is also true, the elders together with 
the deacons make decisions concerning the work 
of the office of mercy. To do otherwise would be 
contrary to the church order.9

However, this explanation does not promote unity 
without distinction. An elder should function primarily 
as an elder; the same holds true for a deacon. But regard-
ing the limitation of their number, they can still govern 
a Reformed church in plurality. One can function as a 
deacon (primarily) and as an elder (necessarily) at the 
same time.

It is not hierarchy to have one elder and one deacon. 
It is a legitimate council in accordance with the Reformed 
Church Order. Christ is there amidst them “to nourish 
and preserve concord” in the church of Jesus Christ. 
Christ was amidst the constituting councils of Second 
Reformed Protestant Church and FORPCB. What was 
not amidst them was the presence of the false PRC and 
FRCB, which wanted these churches to be chained in 
shackles. The churches were free from hierarchy, a God-
given liberty of being in submission under their Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Deus nobiscum, quis contra? (If God is for us, 
who can be against us?)

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1).

—JP
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INSIGHTS

Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.—1 John 2:20

REV. JOSHUA ENGELSMA’S  
OVERTHROW

1	 All quotations of Reverend Engelsma are taken from his speech, “The Relationship Between Once-for-All Justification and Daily Forgiveness.” 
The speech can be found at https://www.youtube.com/live/LY5t2A2VWNI?si=k79_PyCmDT4ILHQ4.

2	 See Luke Bomers, “The State of Theology of a Century-Old PRCA,” Sword and Shield 5, no. 4 (September 2024): 23–30.
3	 See Luke Bomers, “The Only Way to be Happy in Jesus,” Sword and Shield 6, no. 3 (August 2025): 10–20; see also Nathan J. Langerak, 

“Delusion,” Sword and Shield 4, no. 12 (April 2024): 8–20.
4	 See Nathan J. Langerak, “Engelsma’s Order,” Sword and Shield 2, no. 16 (March 15, 2022): 32–43.

On September 23, 2025, Rev. Joshua Engelsma 
took his turn at a Protestant Reformed lectern to 
overthrow the doctrine of justification by faith 

alone. The occasion for his speech was an officebearers’ 
conference organized by the council of Crete Protestant 
Reformed Church, where he is the pastor.

Reverend Engelsma acknowledges that Crete’s council 
chose “Justification and Forgiveness” as the title of the 
conference in light of the ongoing controversy between 
the Reformed Protestant Churches and the Protestant 
Reformed Churches (PRC) over the doctrine of justifi-
cation. This is an important admission because the PRC 
has pretended for years that the issue is something else. 
Three years ago, an officebearers’ conference themed on 
the doctrine of sanctification attempted to point to that 
doctrine as the issue at stake, as if we who deny that fel-
lowship with God is in the way of man’s obedience deny 
the doctrine of sanctification. Just before I left the PRC, 
a senior pastor in the denomination also claimed that the 
issue at stake is sanctification when he told me that min-
isters in the PRC were working to give a proper emphasis 
to the doctrine of sanctification because the PRC histor-
ically had over-emphasized justification. Likewise, the 
red-herring charge is made against the Reformed Protes-
tant Churches that they are inherently antinomian, or at 
least they tend toward being antinomian. In contrast to 
these claims, the PRC’s false teaching on justification has 
brought ruin to the denomination, so it is welcome that 
the issue being discussed is the doctrine of justification.

Reverend Engelsma makes clear that the “enemies” 
he aims at in the speech are the Reformed Protestant 
Churches. At the beginning of the speech, he states that 
it was important to the council of Crete

to deepen our understanding and appreciation 
for the truth of our justification, and then also to 

set forth biblically, confessionally, what it is that 
we hold to in light of the false charges that are 
laid against us by our enemies…

I have in mind especially the enemies of the 
Protestant Reformed Churches who bring allega-
tions of false charges against us as denial of the 
truth of justification by faith alone [sic].1

As an aside, it is almost amusing to hear Protes-
tant Reformed ministers bleating in their sermons and 
speeches about being falsely charged. I keep hearing 
about these false charges and slander. Where is the false-
hood? What is the slander? Who is the author of these 
false charges and slander? Come out with it, and let us 
know; and instead of complaining generically about these 
false charges, explain and refute them with the truth!

It may be helpful to state, black on white, what charges 
the Reformed Protestant Churches do lay at the feet of 
the Protestant Reformed Churches. The PRC denies the 
doctrine of justification by faith alone. Specifically, the 
PRC denies justification by faith alone by redefining 
faith, so that the essence of faith becomes the activity of 
believing.2 The PRC denies justification by teaching that 
the way of obedience, repentance, believing, or any com-
bination of these are necessary to experience fellowship 
with God.3 The PRC denies justification by faith alone 
by requiring the activity of repentance prior to being for-
given by God.4

Perhaps in an attempt to ward off these charges, the 
council of Crete planned an officebearers’ conference on 
the topic of justification. The council commissioned its 
minister, Rev. Joshua Engelsma, to deliver the keynote 
speech and to explain the relationship between once-for-
all justification and daily forgiveness.

The speech begins with a definition and a brief expla-
nation of justification. As he progresses in his speech, 
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Reverend Engelsma acknowledges God’s justification of 
sinners in eternity:

What does that mean with respect to justifica-
tion in eternity then? We certainly believe and 
maintain that justification, like all of God’s works 
in time and every aspect of our salvation, has its 
eternal source in God’s decree of election. From 
eternity in his decree of election, God deter-
mined to justify his people.

Reverend Engelsma also gives a nod to God’s justifica-
tion of sinners at the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ:

What then about justification at the cross and res-
urrection of the Lord Jesus Christ? And again, we 
firmly maintain the one basis of our justification 
being in the cross and in the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 4, of course, makes 
that inseparable connection, verse 25, speaking 
of Jesus who was delivered for our offenses and 
was raised again for our justification.

Again, we don’t have time to delve deeply 
into the idea of imputation, but that’s so critical 
here…Justification is God’s positive declaration 
to us that we’re righteous, that we’re innocent 
before him, and that’s only on the basis of what 
Jesus Christ has accomplished throughout his life 
of perfect obedience to the law of God, Christ’s 
perfect keeping of the law of God throughout his 
life. That’s imputed to us, counted as our own. 
And it’s on that basis that God declares us posi-
tively to be righteous as if we ourselves have per-
fectly kept the law. There’s no justification apart 
from the fullness of the saving work of our savior.

From here, very stealthily, Reverend Engelsma writhes 
in another direction. You see, it is important for what he 
is going to say next that he acknowledges justification in 
eternity and justification at the cross and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. You would hardly notice, but what Rever-
end Engelsma says next neatly puts eternity and the cross 
somewhere safely on a high shelf because he does not 
need them anymore. He does this because according to 
Engelsma eternity and the cross are not really the most 
important things. There is something else that people 
should be looking for. He says regarding justification in 
eternity and at the cross: “While we maintain that...that’s 
not the main emphasis of the word of God.”

Oh, really? Tell me more.
Reverend Engelsma is choosing his words very care-

fully, and it is helpful for us to back up and look more 
closely at his words regarding justification in eternity and 
justification at the cross. What he says when he speaks of 

the PRC’s maintaining justification in eternity is that jus-
tification has its “source” in eternity. To understand what 
he means, note what he does not say. He does not say that 
justification is an eternal reality. To say that justification 
has its “source” in election is like reminiscing wistfully 
about the past, without this past having any real bear-
ing on one’s present circumstances. That is the effect of 
Reverend Engelsma’s speaking of justification’s “source” 
in eternity and then saying that eternal justification is not 
the main emphasis of the word of God.

The same can be said regarding the cross. What Rever-
end Engelsma says about the cross is that justification has 
its “basis” in the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Note the word “basis.” While true, the meaning of this 
statement in its context actually limits justification at the 
cross. Justification at the cross is only the “basis” but not 
the reality that God’s people are in fact justified at the 
cross. To Reverend Engelsma justification was not fin-
ished at the cross. If he did regard justification as finished 
at the cross, he would not have added the conjunction 
“but.” After he acknowledges the saving work of the sav-
ior, he says,

That being said—maintained—at the same time 
the emphasis of the word of God in speaking of 
justification is not what happened at the cross 
but what happens in the life and the experience 
of the believer.

The crux of justification for Reverend Engelsma is not 
the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Something else 
is important. In fact according to Reverend Engelsma, 
the word of God emphasizes something else entirely. The 
crux of justification for Reverend Engelsma is “the life 
and experience of the believer.” That has the eerie echo of 
Professor Cammenga’s teaching that it is not enough for 
salvation that Christ died.

What then is it within the life of the believer that 
brings justification into his experience? Engelsma 
explains: “We’re justified by faith, and faith is understood 
as believing, something that happens in the life and expe-
rience of the child of God.”

Follow carefully what Reverend Engelsma is doing. He 
has established a distinction within justification between 
justification at the cross and eternity over against justifi-
cation in time. His purpose in establishing this distinc-
tion is so that he can show the child of God at which 
aspect of justification he should be looking. Engelsma 
then argues that since justification is by faith, and faith 
is believing (which happens in time), therefore, it has to 
follow logically that the word of God is mostly interested 
in what happens in time, in man’s experience, rather than 
in eternity or at the cross.
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This is hacksaw theology. Never mind that distinc-
tions in theology can, even must, be made. We may do 
that. However, any time those distinctions are made, two 
things must be kept in mind. First, the purpose of dis-
tinctions must be to the greater glory of God, so that he 
might be known more clearly. Second, distinctions not-
withstanding, we must remember that God and his truth 
are one perfect whole. Reverend Engelsma ignores both, 
since in his dismembering of justification he sets aside the 
cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is the glory 
of God and the unity of the purpose of God. Reverend 
Engelsma in his distinction shows himself to be a theo-
logical hack.

What Reverend Engelsma sets over against the cross 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ and election in eternity 
is man’s activity of believing. He simply states without 
any explanation that “faith is understood as believing.” 
He does not mention faith as union with Christ, which 
is the definition of faith given by the Heidelberg Cat-
echism in Lord’s Day 7. Never mind that faith is the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the elect and 
not the work of man. Never mind that God is eternal 
and his works are above time, so that even before we 
were conceived, we existed with God as elect in Christ. 
Reverend Engelsma cannot give a complete definition of 
faith because if he properly taught faith, he could not 
dismember justification the way he does in the speech. 
This is the reason that from the very beginning of our 
controversy with the PRC, we charged them with having 
a different doctrine of faith. Reverend Engelsma proves 
that when one has a wrong doctrine of faith that he can-
not properly teach justification. Sweeping aside a proper 
view of faith, Reverend Engelsma simply identifies faith 
with the activity of believing. Set aside the cross. Man 
also has to believe! As I had been told by a former pastor 
as I was leaving the PRC: “But the Holy Spirit cannot 
believe for you!”

You also need to repent! Because, while Engelsma 
sneaks it in at the end, according to him he is privileged 
to preach this gospel (which is no gospel) “to sinful, pen-
itent sheep.” Not just to any sheep, but bring the gospel 
to the repentant ones.

More could be said of Reverend Engelsma’s hacking 
away at the gospel. He also takes a swipe at sanctification. 
He states without any ambiguity that “sanctification is...
progressive” in the life of the child of God. I should not 
be as surprised as I am by this statement. It is natural that 
when one’s justification is not complete at the cross, nei-
ther will sanctification be complete in the perfect holiness 
of Christ. If justification has to be completed in the life 
and experience of the child of God, then certainly sancti-
fication must progress through his life too.

What then of the subject of his speech, relating once-
for-all justification and daily forgiveness? How can these 
two be related, while maintaining the glory of God in 
Christ and the unity of his truth?

Romans 10:14–15 asks a similar question and also gives 
the answer:

14.	How then shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in him of whom they have not heard? 
and how shall they hear without a preacher?

15.	And how shall they preach, except they be 
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, 
and bring glad tidings of good things!

How do we relate once-for-all justification and daily 
forgiveness? The only way for us to believe and expe-
rience daily that we are forgiven all our sins is to hear 
it from the very voice of Christ. There is no man who 
stands before me who could convince me that my sins 
are forgiven and that I have no guilt. All my works tes-
tify against that. My very existence as a member of the 
human race with Adam as its head testifies against that. 
No amount of my activities of repenting and believing 
will convince me that my sins are forgiven. But God—
glorious distinction!—but God gave the gospel. In the 
preaching of the gospel, he declares, as from his own 
mouth, that all my sins have been wiped away in the 
blood of Christ at the cross thousands of years ago. It 
is simple. In our lives and experiences, God gives us the 
gospel, which is the declaration of the finished work of 
Christ. And more, by the Spirit of the risen Christ, God 
gives me to receive Christ, the work of Christ, and all the 
benefits of Christ in my experience. Having that by faith 
(my living bond with Christ), even though I live two 
millennia after Jesus Christ walked on the earth, I really 
was there with him. I was nailed to the cross. There on 
the cross all my sins were paid for. I was crucified with 
Christ. Justified by faith. Forgiven by faith.

That is how to relate once-for-all justification and 
daily forgiveness. That is the gospel.

In contrast to this Reverend Engelsma cannot preach 
the gospel of the cross of Christ. It is impossible, given 
the theology he develops in this speech. By dismembering 
the doctrine of justification and supposing that the cross 
of Christ and election in eternity are separate from the 
life and experience of the believer, Engelsma makes the 
cross of Christ irrelevant to the church and overthrows 
the doctrine of justification. I am certain he will still 
stand on the pulpit and talk in a very dignified way about 
the cross and resurrection of Christ, election in eternity, 
and the imputation of the merit of Christ. For all that 
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dignified speech about the cross and merit of Christ, Rev-
erend Engelsma craftily builds and preaches a theological 
foundation for the rampant Protestant Reformed theol-
ogy that it is not enough for salvation that Christ died, 
while carefully avoiding those cursed words. Because 
based on the theology of his speech, neither election in 
eternity nor the cross is enough.

Reverend Engelsma did not overthrow the gospel. 
Nobody can overthrow the gospel because the gospel is the 
power of God. Rather, Reverend Engelsma had the gospel 
taken from him, and he himself has been overthrown.

“Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength” 
(Ps. 52:7).

—Michael Vermeer

Notice of Upcoming Evangelism Lecture

The evangelism committee of First Reformed Prot-
estant Church invites you to a lecture to be held 
on January 22, 2026, titled “God’s Work of Ref-

ormation.” More details regarding time and location will 
be forthcoming.

In 2021 God began a work of reformation by forming 
his church anew. The reformation began at Byron Center 
Protestant Reformed Church on January 19, 2021, with 
the Act of Separation, by which two elders and three dea-
cons separated from the Protestant Reformed Churches 
(PRC) and called her members to come out of her and to 
flee from the coming destruction. Two days later mem-
bers of the Protestant Reformed Churches gathered to 
sign the Act, and God formed his church anew. The Act 
set off an ecclesiastical firestorm. Protestant Reformed 
ministers gave numerous lectures, penned articles, and 
delivered sermons to assure her members that what was 
contained in the Act were not doctrinal differences but the 
ragings of troublemakers and schismatics. The Protestant 
Reformed Churches and her ministers declared “peace, 
peace” when there was no peace. The peace that the PRC 
enjoys now is not the peace of justification by faith alone, 
but it is the peace of dead men lying in a graveyard.

The Act is short and declarative in nature. It was not 
meant to be a full proof of all the false doctrine that then 
ravaged the denomination. The charge that came was that 
the Act did not prove itself in its statements. In response to 
that charge, work was begun on a document titled Annota-
tions on the Act of Separation to demonstrate the assertions 
made in the Act and to prove, minister by minister, the 
PRC’s corruption of the gospel in her preaching and writ-
ing. This thirty-four-page document was never finished 
and published. This lecture intends to follow the spirit of 

the Annotations and prove how the PRC has corrupted the 
gospel far past what the Annotations had considered up to 
that point. The lie in the Protestant Reformed Churches 
has far developed and advanced in tandem with the devel-
opment of the truth in the Reformed Protestant Churches. 
The divide, which appeared to be small five years ago, has 
been shown to be an infinite gulf of disparity.

This lecture is for the members of the Protestant 
Reformed Churches. The object of this lecture is you and 
your children. Are you troubled by the state of the PRC? 
By her doctrine? By what is preached off the pulpits in the 
denomination? Do you shudder when you hear that cer-
tain activities of man are necessary for blessings of God? 
Are you troubled by the man-centered preaching that is 
all about what you must do and not about what Christ 
has done for you and in you?

The man-centered theology of the PRC is hopeless, 
soul-crushing, and comfortless. But God-first theology 
is comforting, liberating, and glorious. It is the preach-
ing and teaching of God’s eternal, sovereign counsel, that 
he infallibly carries out, by his power and according to 
his will, the salvation of his elect and the damnation of 
the reprobate. God does not justify good, repentant, or 
obedient people. He justifies ungodly sinners. It is this 
doctrine that the Reformed Protestant Churches declares, 
and it is this doctrine alone that is “the happiness of man” 
(Belgic Confession 23). Being justified by faith alone 
without the activities of man, the sinner is at peace in his 
heart and life with the living God.

The Lord Jesus Christ stands outside the doors of 
the PRC and knocks. He calls to his people, “Come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, and touch not the 
unclean thing.”



32    |    SWORD AND SHIELD32    |    SWORD AND SHIELD

Reformed Believers Publishing 
325 84th St SW, Suite 102 
Byron Center, MI 49315

FINALLY, BRETHREN, FAREWELL

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace: and the God of love 
and peace shall be with you.—2 Corinthians 13:11

The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 
—Psalm 1:6

The Bible is full of antitheses. Light and darkness. Righteousness and unrighteousness. Wisdom and folly. Christ 
and Belial. Church and world. Heaven and hell. Faith and unbelief. Election and reprobation. There is a road 
steep and narrow that goes to heaven, and there is a road broad and packed with people that goes to hell.

In Psalm 1:6 the antithesis is presented in the form of two ways: The way of the righteous and the way of the ungodly. 
The righteous man, the man walking in the way of the righteous, is blessed. He does not walk in the counsel of the 
ungodly; he does not stand, lingering, in the way of sinners; he does not sit comfortably in the seat of the scorners. The 
ungodly, those in the way of sinners, are not so, but they are like the chaff that the wind drives away.

Why? “For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous!” Yes, the way of the righteous is a way of sovereign grace. All 
along that way the bright light of God’s countenance shines from eternity to eternity. For Jehovah to know the way of 
the righteous is first to have chosen the righteous in love and to have appointed them a way. And having chosen them, 
to know their way was to justify them and from eternity to declare them to be the righteous.

On what ground? On the ground that the righteous one is Christ Jesus, the one whom God loved and in whom he 
knew his people from eternity as the righteous for Christ’s sake. That way of the righteous went through Golgotha and 
through the garden, where Christ was laid in the grave of Joseph of Arimathea. That way led up to the right hand of 
God, and from there that way led to Pentecost and then to the hearts of every one of God’s elect people, in whom God 
shed abroad his love through the Holy Spirit who is given to them. Christ gave to the elect his Spirit because Christ had 
justified them from all things from which they could not be justified in the law. Their righteousness and the righteous-
ness of their way is Jesus Christ. That way then is also a way of peace with God through their Lord Jesus Christ. Oh yes, 
like a tree planted by rivers of water, so their lives are sustained by the inexhaustible fountain of grace and goodness that 
God opened in Jesus Christ. From that fountain they are sustained through all the troubles and tribulations that make 
many others wither, and they bring forth their fruits in their season. And whatsoever they do shall prosper. Yes, they can 
do nothing but what is an advance along that way toward their eternal home.

Marvelous knowledge of God. Saving knowledge of God. Boundless love of God!
But the way of the ungodly shall perish! That is God’s eternal word over them. Let them perish! Them he did not know 

but hated. Their whole way shall perish. It is a cursed way. Like the chaff they are. When they have served their purpose so 
that God’s wheat may grow, then the Lord shall send forth his angels to gather the harvest. And the wicked, like the chaff, 
shall be no more. They, their lives, and all their efforts, labors, and works shall perish everlastingly. They are the unrigh-
teous, who are none of Christ’s. They shall not stand in the judgment nor gather in the congregation of the righteous.

—NJL


